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Japanese opposition leader arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — Japanese opposition Socialist Party leader Takako 
Dot arrived, in Amman from Baghdad Monday at the bead of a 
five-member delegation on a several-day visit to Jordan as part of a tour in 
tbe region aimed at resolving the Gulf crisis peacefully. The delegation 
will hold talks with senior Jordanian officials. The delegation was received 
upon arrival at the airport by Director of the Foreign Ministry's Political 
Department Khaled ObeidaL Japan will give S38 million in emergency aid 
to help foreign nationals leaving Iraq, the Japanese Foreign Ministry said. 
The money will be donated to the office of the United Nations Disaster 
Relief Organisation (UNDRO), the ministry said in a statement 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein Monday night held 
separate talks with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and Yemeni Prime 
Minister Haidar Abu Bakr Al A etas. Both Mr. Arafat and Mr. Atlas had 
arrived here from Baghdad. The Jordan News Agency, Petra, said the 
talks die King held with both leaders dealt with the latest developments in 
the Gulf crisis and prospects for a political settlement to the crisis. Both 
meetings were attended by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
Prime Minster Mudar Badran, Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, Foreign Minister Taher AJ Masri, and the Kings Political Advisor 
Adrian Abu Odeh. 
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Gulf deadline expires today 


France unveils six-point 
peace plan for Gulf 


Combined agency dispatches 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
France Monday unveiled a six- 
point peace plan calling for Iraqi 
troop withdrawal from Kuwait, 
U.N. peacekeeping forces and 
an international peace confer- 
ence on the Middle East. 

The proposal, to be presented 
to the Security Council, also 
calls for non-aggression guaran- 
tees for Iraq. It says the Security 
Council will work with Arab 
countries to promote a peaceful 
solution to the Gulf problem. 

Tbe most controversial aspect 
calls for a peace conference, at 
an appropriate time and proper- 
ly structured, after Iraq's with- 
drawal from Kuwait. 

“The members of the council 
will collaborate actively in solu- 
tion of other problems of the 
region, particularly the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, and tbe Palesti- 


nian problem," the proposal 
said, according to a draft 
obtained by the Associated 
Press. 

Thomas Pickering, the Amer- 
ican delegate to -the U.N., im- 
mediately rejected the French 
proposal saying that “we think 
any effort should come from 
Saddam Hussein.' 1 

The French initiative urged 
Iraq to announce without delay 
its intention to withdraw from 
Kuwait according to a timetable 
and to begin a rapid, large-scale 
pullout. 

But because the initiative 
would also refer to an eventual 
Middle East peace conference — 
a long-standing Iraqi demand, 
that the United States rejects — 
Mr. Pickering voiced bis objec- 
tions. 

“We made it very clear that 
we don't believe the creation of 
the linkage that appears to be in 


the French text, or its effort to 
shave the Security Council re- 
solutions (on the Gulf), is a real 
contribution at this time,” he 
told reporters. 

Iraq's U.N. ambassador said 
earlier that French Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas prob- 
ably would visit Baghdad in a 
last-ditch peace effort to avert 
war. 

Tt is very likely he will be 
going," Abdul Amir A1 Anbari 
told reporters, referring to Mr. 
Dumas. He did not disclose 
further details, but diplomats 
suggested that Mr. Dumas 
would go to Baghdad on Tues- 
day. 

“We believe France, perhaps 
better than many other members 
of the Security Council.’' Anbari 
said when asked about the 
French peace initiative. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Combined agency dispatches 

WITH LESS than 36 hours for 
tire expiry of the deadline for. 

war or peace in the Gulf, Iraq 
sent its toughest message to the 
American-led alliance against 
Baghdad by ruling out any con- 
cessions over Kuwait but also 
signalled its willingness to 
cooperate with efforts to defuse 
the five-month -old crisis without 
war. 

President Saddam Hnssein, 
who met with a Yemeni delega- 
tion carrying a peace proposal 
which Sanaa stud had American 
approval, sent an open letter to 
Saudi Arabia pledging Iraq 
would not attack the kingdom if 
the multinational force with- 
drew. 

The president also met with 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
and senior Libyan envoy Abdul 
Sal am Jalioud and said his coun- 
try was ready to fight to death 


“in defence of the Arab Nation’s 
cause.” 

Iraq’s National Assembly 
- unanimously voted to give Presi- 
dent Saddam full authority in the 
Goff crisis and members vowed 
to back him with their blood .and 
souls. 

All 250 members voted in 
favour of the resolution 
empowering President Saddam 
to use “all constitutional author- 
ity he deems necessary daring 
the crisis to maintain Iraq's and 
tbe Arab Nation’s rights and 
dignity." 

The resolution made no refer- 
ence to starting or declaring war. 

Iraq has said on several occa- 
sions it would not initiate hostili- 
ties. 

One deputy, Talib Faraj, told 
the Associated Press after the 
vote: “We empowered the presi- 
dent to take whatever action he 
deems necessary to avert the 
scourges of war.” 


Another, clergyman Abdul 
Waham A1 Hitti, said “we are 
headed for heaven and the road to 
heaven has always been- trader 
the shadowof swords. It is either 
life with dignity of death.” 

A two-hour debate preceded 
die vote. It was opened by the 
speaker of the • assembly, Saadi 
Mehdi Saleh, who asked de- 
puties to give total allegiance to 
President Saddam who he called 
“the knight of the Arab Na- 
tion." 

The outcome was in little 
doubt as deputies stood and 
shouted “with our blood, our 
souls, we are ready to sacrifice 
for Saddam." 

Saleh said tbe Iraqi nation and 
people were behind President 
Saddam in his showdown with 
“U.S. imperialism, Zionism and 
Arab stooges.” 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Protesters against tbe American-led campaign eondusion of a rally in Amman (Photo by Yousef Ai 
against Iraq Monday born an Israeli flag at tbe ‘Allan) 

Thousands demonstrate 
in solidarity with Iraq 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Thousands of 
Jordanian men, women and 
children marched through the 
streets of tbe capital Monday 
to protest against the U.S. and 
its allies, and to voice support 
for Iraq and vow to fight 
against tbe West if war 
erupted. 

Some 15,000 demonstrators 
marched from the Profession- 
al Association Complex in 
Shmetsani to the Amman 
national stadium at Sports 
City carrying pro-Iraqi and 


anti-U.S. banners and chant- 
ing slogans promising to fight 
alongside Iraq against the 
U.S.-led anti-Iraq coalition. 

“Use your chemicals, Sad- 
dam.” "go ahead. Saddam, 
we are with you all the way.” 
and “Saddam, unite tbe land 

from Morocco to Bahrain,” 
chanted the marchers in the 
streets as police held back 
traffic. 

Carrying Jordanian, Palesti- 
nian and Iraqi flags and 
photographs of their leaders, 
demonstrators came from 
different political groups, in- 
cluding the Muslim Brother- 


hood who carried the banner 
of Islam that read: “No God 
but Allah and Mohammad is 
His Prophet.” 

Several members from the 
Lower House of Parliament 
and political activists linked 
arms as they led the demon- 
stration, organised by the pro- 
fessional unions in collabora- 
tion with the Muslim Brother- 
hood. 

“This demonstration is to 
express our support for the 
Iraqi people and to condemn 
the U.S. policy in the region,” 

(Continued on p age 5) 



Jordanian forces 
on highest alert 


His Majesty Ring Hnssein with Austrian President Kurt Waldheim In Amman Monday (photo by 
Yousef A1 ‘Allan) 

King says he did his utmost to avert war 

Iraq wants U.N. chief to 
continue efforts -Waldheim 


By Ghadeer Taher 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein reaffirmed Monday that 
Jordan would defend itself “at 
all costs” as the Armed Forces, 
security and civil defence per- 
sonnel were put on their highest 
alert since the beginning of the 
Gulf-crisis five months ago. 

A senior military official said 
the 100,000-strong armed forces 
were placed “one-hour alert" 
since Monday morning — mean- 
ing that personnel cannot leave 
their bases for more than one 
hour at a time. Airforce pilots 
were confined to barracks in full 
gear “awaiting orders," said the 
official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

With less than 48 hours before 
the expiry of a U.N. ultimatum 
for Iraq to relinquish Kuwait or 
face war. King Hussein met with 
Chief of Staff General Fathi Abu 


Taleb and was briefed on tbe 
military preparations “to defend 
the homeland and to confront 
various challenges and dangers," 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
reported. 

During an earlier visit to the 
12th Royal Mechanised Divi- 
sion, the King, the- Supreme 
Commander of Armed Forces, 
stressed that Jordan would de- 
fend itself “at all costs.” 

King Hussein voiced complete 
confidence that the Armed 
Forces would shoulder their re- 
sponsibilities in full. Petra said. 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan paid a separate 
visit to the Armed Forces 
General Headquarters, and then 
met jointly with the King and the 
chief of staff. 

Wedged between Iraq and 
Israel, Jordan has voiced con- 
cern that it might be caught in 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq hardens position, but 
remains open for peace idea 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Iraq wants 
U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar to continue bis 
efforts on the Gulf crisis, Au- 
strian President Kurt Waldheim 
said he was told by the Iraqi 
foreign minister Monday. 

Waldheim, a former U.N. 


secretary general, spoke to Iraqi- 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz by 
telephone from Amman. 

Waldheim told reporters: 
“President Saddam Hussein, as I 
was told by Mr. Aziz, wants to 
continue the efforts of the 
secretary general and of course 


other efforts." 

His Majesty King Hussein, 
receiving Dr. Waldheim for Gulf 
crisis talks, said earlier he had 
done his utmost to stop a war 
over Iraq’s occupation of 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan committed 
to peace — Badran 


Perez de Cuellar sees no hope 
for peaceful outcome in Gulf 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de .Cuellar said 
Monday that he sees no hope for 
a peaceful outcome to the Gulf 
crisis after bis meeting with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 

Upon arriving in New York, 
he said President Saddam was 
unwilling to discuss potential di- 
plomatic resolutions to the crisis 
or withdraw from Kawait. 

“No, he didn’t express any 
desire to withdraw from 
Kuwait,” Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
told reporters at John F. Ken- 
nedy International Airport. 

”My visit has been, of course, 
interesting, but I have not been 
offered anything from the Iraqi 


authorities which I can consider 
a step towards peace,” he said. 

Asked whether he had lost 
hope, he replied, “In some 
ways, yes.” 

“You have a saying in En- 
glish, 'you need two to Tango,’ 
and I wanted very much to dance 
but I didn’t find a nice lady to 
dance with,” he said. 

Asked if there was room for 
any new initiative, he said: “It is 
perhaps a little late for embark- 
ing on any other efforts." 

The United Nations has given 
Iraq until midnight Tuesday to 
withdraw from Kuwait or face 
the threat of attack by the U.S.- 
led multinational force gathered 
in the Saudi desert. 


The secretary-general was to 
brief the Security Council late 
Monday on his talks with the 
Iraqis. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar met for 
2 x h hours Sunday with President 
Saddam. He later met with 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand in Paris, followed by a 
meeting with Jacques Poos, fore- 
ign minister of Luxembourg, 
which currently holds the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) presiden- 
cy. 

Asked about the substance of 
his talks with President Saddam, 
and whether they discussed an 
Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait. 

(Continued on page 5) 


By Mariam Sh ahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — After spending 
months seeking a peaceful 
solution to the Gulf crisis Jor- 
dan would not change Its 
peace-seeking policies even in 
the event of war,, Prime Minis- 
ter Mudar Badran said in an 
interview with German televi- 
sion ZDF over the weekend. 

“Jordan's promotion of a 
peaceful and just solution 
would not end even in the 
event of war. and its stand of 
neutrality would not change 
unless it was attacked,” Bad- 
ran said. 

The prime minister said that 
he believed there was still time 
to explore further efforts (to 
avert war) and “the will still 
exists to reach a peaceful set- 
tlement,” of the Gulf crisis. 

Non-Arabs residing in Jor- 
dan have nothing to fear in 
terms of anti-foreign senti- 


12-year-old boy 
killed in Ramallah 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers 
shot and killed a 12-year-old 
Palestinian boy Monday in a 
clash with protesters in Ramal- 
lah, the army said. 

An army statement said 
troops patrolling the town 
opened fire because they were 
endangered by the thrown ob- 
jects. The 12-year-old was shot 
in tbe chest and died of his. 
wound, it said. 

Tbe victim was not im- 
mediately identified. Palesti- 
nians said he was not carrying an .. 
identification paper and may ■ 
have been from a nearby village. 

The death raised to 791 the 
number of Palestinians killed by 


Israeli soldiers and civilians in 
the more than three-year-old up- 
rising against Israel’s occupation 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, according to an AP count. 

At least 333 Palestinians have 
been slain by unknown 
assailants, as suspected collabor- 
ators with Israeli authorities. 
Fifty-seven Israelis have also died 
in the violence. 

Meanwhile the Israeli sup- 
reme court told the army Mon- 
day to provide gas masks to the 
Palestinians in the occupied ter- 
ritories for use in case of a Gulf 
war. T 

Army Radio, reporting from 

(.Continued on page 5) 


Gorbachev blames 
army for violence 


VILNIUS (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev Mon- 
day said a local military com- 
mander ordered the use of force 
in the breakaway Republic of- 
Lithuania, where an assault by 
Soviet troops Sunday claimed at 
least 14 lives. 

"The manner of defence was 
decided by the commandant,” 
Gorbachev said of the assault. “I 
learned only in the morning, the 
early morning, when they got me 
up. When it happened, no one 
knew.” 

Lithuania’s foreign minister, 
who is in Poland with instruc- 
tions to form a government in 
exile if Moscow takes over the 
republic, said the anny is taking 
control in the Soviet Union. 


“In Vilnius, the Soviet army is 
the enemy and nobody knows 
who is commanding it.” said 
Foreign Minister Algirdas 
Saudargas. 

Gorbachev said Sunday's 
assault came after a group of 
what he called “workers and 
intellectuals” asked the military 
commander in Vilnius, the 
Lithuanian capital, to “give us 
protection.” 

He appeared to be referring to 

opponents of Lithuanian inde- 
pendence who have formed a 
self-declared national salvation 
committee. 

Sunday’s deaths were the first 


(Continued on page 5) 


January 15. 199 j 


NOTICE 


To all employees and workmen of 
the American International Con- 
tractors Inc. (previously named 
George A. Fuller Company). 

American International Contrac- 
tors Inc., regrets to notify 
all its employees and workmen 
on the construction of the 
United States new Embassy in 
Amman of the suspension of its 
works on the project and .the 
termination of their services 
from the company as from 
January 15, 1991. 

Therefore all employees and 
workmen are kindly requested to 
call on our company after one 
month from the date of publica- 
tion of this notice to receive 
their entitlements in accord- 
ance with the Jordanian Labour 


ment, the prime minister said, 
responding to a question about 
the safety of foreigners in the 
Kingdom. 

“The Jordanians have a long 
history of hospitality and 
generosity towards visitors and 
non-Arabs residing in their 
midst and that will not 
change,” Badran said. 

While the' prime minister 
stressed the necessity of find- 
ing a peaceful solution to the 
crisis and asserted that it was 
still at the top of the Jordanian 
government's agenda and that 
the safety of foreigners was 
assured, he nevertheless did 
not rule out the possibility of 
an attack against Jordan by 
Israel. 

The prime minister said that 
in a “worst-case scenario” 
Israel might launch an attack 
against Jordan, adding that it 
was “equally dangerous" if 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Iraqis face more surveillance, 
security if war erupts 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States and many of its 
allies, worried about possible 
guerrilla attacks, plan to step up 
surveillance of Iraqis and tighten 
security if war erupts in the Gulf. 

As Tuesday’s U.N. deadline 
□ears for Iraqi forces to leave 
Kuwait or face war. the United 
States and other countries have 
prepared to more closely moni- 
tor Iraqi nationals considered a 
threat to security. 

The United States, with more 
than 8,500 Iraqi residents or 
visitors, already has increased 
surveillance of Iraqi agents, 
tightened border security and 
placed tougher requirements on 
the entry into the country of 
anyone with an Iraqi or Kuwaiti 
passport. 

The State Department has 
said the U.S. government has 
evidence that “terrorists sup- 
ported by Iraq are planning to 
mount attacks," around the 
world if war breaks out. 

But government security offi- 
cials in North and South Amer- 
ica, Europe and the Middle East 
have rejected, for the time 
being, more drastic measures 
against Iraqis. 

They said the wartime prepa- 
rations do not include placing 
restrictions on all Iraqi citizens, 
rounding up suspected pro-Iraqi 
guerrilla operatives or putting 
Iraqis in mass internment camps. 

“We’ve learned our lesson,” a 
U.S. Justice Department 
spokesman said, referring to the 
highly controversial use of mass 
detention camps for Japan ese- 
Amcri cans during World War El. 
“We have no plans to go around 
the country and arrest people." 

U.S. civil rights groups, 
however, are concerned that the 
U.S. government bas gone too 
far by singling out more than 200 
Arab-American leaders for 
questioning about potential 
guerrilla activities. 

Democratic Representative 
Don Edwards of the House 


Judiciary Committee, warned 
of government oveiTeaction, 
saying, “inherent, in the current 
crisis is the very real damage to 
civil liberties." 

In Britain, where 90 Iraqis and 
all but four Iraqi diplomats have 
been expelled, officials said the 
government would continue 
monitoring and deponing any 
hostile Iraqis. They said there 
were no powers in place to in- 
tern people. 

Of the 5,000 Iraqis living in or 
visiting Britain, a Home Office 
spokesman said officials didn’t 
think the Iraqis pose a specific 
threat at the moment but added: 
“We have been keeping an eye 
on people who might pose a 
security threat... and we are 
continuing to do so." 

Another European nation 
with a large Iraqi population is 
Germany, where 1,600 of the 
5,500 Iraqis have requested poli- 
tical asylum. 

The Interior Ministry in Bonn 
would not comment directly on 
what it planned to do with them 
in the event of a war, but a 
spokesman cited unspecified 
general security measures due to 
the Gulf crisis and said more 
steps would be taken if needed. 

Canada plans a similar 
approach for dealing with the 
estimated 10,000 Canadians of 
Iraqi descent, most of whom 
have lived in the country for 
decades. 

Ray Boisverts, a spokesman 
for the Canadian security intelli- 
gence service, said, “individuals 
have nothing to worry about 
unless they are involved in acti- 
vities which we suspect as a 
threat." 

Even Middle Eastern nations, 
which are part of the coalition 
aligned against Baghdad, have 
adopted a cautious stance 
against Iraqis. 

' In Cairo, security sources say 
nothing will be done to Iraqis in 
Egypt if war breaks out unless 
they act suspiciously. 


But extra security would be 
put ou Iraqi diplomatic or com- 
mercial missio ns and if there 
were diplomats whom they felt 
could be a threat to Egypt's 
security they would be asked to 

leave the country, the sources 
said. 

Saudi officials, said Iraqis 
there, estimated to number 

several hundred to 3,000 and 
most of whom are prominent 
members of their communities, 
were not viewed as a threat to 
security and that no discrimina- 
tory steps were likely. Officials 
in Bahrain and Qatar echoed 
those comments. 

Latin American countries re- 
ported just a handful or no Iraqi 
nationals among their popula- 
tions and therefore planned no 
special measures. 

In Tokyo, a spokesman for the 
Iraqi embassy said the total 
number of Iraqis in Japan was 10 
students and six diplomats and 
their families. They have not 
asked for any special protection 
after the Jan. 15 deadline. 


WHO rejects bid 

Iraq Monday failed to have 
the World Health Organisation’s 
(WHO) executive board take a 
stand against the U.N. trade 
embargo, which it said is causing 
a “grave and real” health prob- 
lem for its 18-million population. 

• The body voted 11-3 against 
including in its agenda an item 
relating to "restrictions on the 
provision of drugs, vaccines and 
food or on their free movement 
across international bound- 
aries." 

The delegates from Libya and 
Yemen joined the Iraqi repre- 
sentative in supporting the re- 
quest for discussing the item. 
The delegates from the Soviet 
Union, China, and Yugoslavia, 
were among the abstentions in 
the show-of-hands vote. 


Editor's note: The U.S. -dominated multinational force believes it 
can successfully dislodge Iraqi forces from Kuwait, but estimates of 
how much Iraq will resist vary widely. An Associated Press 
correspondent travelled last month to Iran, the last country to fight 
Iraq, to gather impressions from Iranian veterans of Iraqi soldiers' 
will to fight. 


By Anwar Faruqi 

The Associated Press 

TEHRAN — The allies ranged 
against Iraq’s army believe 
their superior firepower will 
overwhelm the Iraqis. But Ira- 
nian veterans of the 1980-88 
war with Iraq caution that their 
old enemy can be tenacious 
when its back is to the wall. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Ali 
Mohammad Besharati, chief of 
intelligence for the Islamic Re- 
volutionary Guards Corps dur- 
ing the war, acknowledged the 
Americans will control the 
skies with their formidable air 
power. 

But he said that pushing 
Iraqis out of Kuwait could de- 
pend on ground fighting, 
where Traqis have proved 
themselves tough for years. 

“Air power can be used only 
to support ground forces." he 
said. “It doesn’t win wars on its 
own." 

Iraq has an estimated 

540.000 men with 4.000 tanks 
in Kuwait and southern Iraq. 
By the end of January’, the 
U.S.-led multinational force in 
the Gulf will have more than 

600.000 personnel and 2.000 


tanks. 

Amir, an infantryman who 
fought in most of the major 
battles of the 1980-88 war. said 
Western defence strategists 
who predicted a short, quick 
war because the Iraqis could 
not withstand repeated air and 
artillery strikes were wrong. 

“The Iraqis can take a great 
number of casualties and con- 
tinue to fight over the corpses 
of their dead," he said. “The 
Americans are going to have to 
stomach a lot of death." 

He, like others interviewed, 
declined to be identified by 
anything but his first name. 

By conservative Western 
estimates, one million people 
on both sides were killed in the 
I ran- Iraq war, the longest con- 
ventional conflict this century. 

"Can the Americans take 
the kind of casualties the Iraqis 
withstood in the (1980-88) 
war?" Amir said in an inter- 
view. 

“Most Iraqi soldiers have 
eight years of real war experi- 
ence. The young Americans 
sent to fight have never seen a 
battlefront, never killed or 
been near death." he said. 


"When we fought the Iraqis, 
both of us went into the- wav 
inexperienced. We learned to 
be tough together. The Amer- 
icans are sending fresh trainees 
against a hardened enemy," he 
said. 

Defence Department 
strategists and other indepen- 
dent Western analysts predict 
that a lack of spare parts 
caused by the U.N. embargo 
imposed on Iraq will render 
many of Iraq’s most advanced 
weapons systems inoperable 
within months. 

The Iranians, who faced a 
Western arms embargo during 
the 1980-88 war, said sanctions 
may hurt, but they cannot crip- 
ple forces willing to fight. 

Mohsen. a U.S.-trained F-4 
phantom pilot who flew many 
missions in the Irari-Iraq war, 
said a severe shortage of spare 
parts crippled much of Iran's 
air force in 1980-88, "but our 
weakness forced us to be bet- 
ter." 

He said the Iraqis bad a 6-1 
superiority in combat aircraft 
and a steady supply of weapons 
and spares, but “we had the 
will to fight." 

“We often went down to 
about 10 metres to make sure 
we hit the target. The Iraqis 
practiced high-altitude bomb- 
ing. They seldom came down 
within range of our guns, so 
they rarely hit anything worth- 
while. he said. 



JUST IN CASE: Shoppers 
thronged supermarkets and 
gfoceries in Amman Monday to 
stockpile food against the 


backdrop of Tears that war 
could erupt in the Gulf after 
the Jan. 15 deadline set by the 
U.N. for Iraq to withdraw 


from Kuwait or face military 
attack (Photo by Yousef A1 
’Allan) 


Iran’s war veterans say 
Iraqi army is tough match 


Hawke tells 
Australians 
to stop 
harassing 
Arabs 

CANBERRA (R) — Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke told Au- 
stralians Monday to stop haras- 
sing the country's Arab com- 
munity, many of whom have 
complained of a mounting cam- 
paign of abuse since the start of 
the Gulf crisis. 

Hawke issued his appeal after 
meeting leaders of the country’s 
120,000-member Muslim com- 
munity, who had sought his help 
after a spate of attacks since the 
start of the crisis in August. 

“I condemn in the strongest 
possible terms acts of racism and 
outright harassment being suf- 
fered by Arab Australians and 
Australian Muslims.” Hawke 
said in a statement. 

The New South Wales state 
government opened a telephone 
hotline that, members of jthe 
Muslim, community can use to- 
lodge complaints- of abuse. A; 
special committee has been set 
up to deal with the grievances. 

Arab women have been spat 
upon and their veils tom off, 
said a spokesman for the 15- 
member delegation to parlia- 
ment house. 

Police have stepped up sur- 
veillance of Islamic community 
buildings after some mosques 
were vandalised. 

It would be monsense to sug- 
gest the Gulf crisis made people 
of Arab origin disloyal, said 
Hawke, who has in the past 
called for a halt to harassment of 
the Asian community. 

"I am particularly concerned 
that the recent increase in such 
incidents towards Arab Austra- 
lians and Australian Muslims re- 
lates to the crisis in the Gulf." 
said Hawke, who has sent three 
warships to join allied forces in 
the region. 

Hawke’s Labour government 
has pledged to create a harmo- 
nious multi-cultural society from 
Australia's more than 100 ethnic 
groups, most of them of Euro- 
pean origin. 

“The prime minister is taking 
a very broad and very powerful 
stand* and we appreciate it.” 
Bilal Cleland. leader of the Isla- 
mic Council for the State of. 
Victoria, told reporters after the 
meeting. 


Only handful of U.S. allies 
will take part in any assault 


NICOSIA (AP) — Although 28 
countries have contributed to 
the U.S.-led multinational force 
in the Gulf, just a handful are 
likely to join an offensive against 
Iraq if war breaks out. 

Only the United. States and 
Britain have conveyed clearly 
their willingness to fight, includ- 
ing possible ground and air 
attacks on Iraq. 

France, the only other West- 
ern nation with ground troops in 
the force, has been more 
ambivalent. 

The most important Arab 
allies. Saudi Arabia and Egypt, 
have coordinated closely with 
the Americans, but have not 
spelled out their role in an offen- 
sive. 

Even Kuwait's 7,000 troops, 
while ready to fight for the li- 
beration of their homeland, are 
not expected to join an attack on 
Iraqi territory. 

Syria has one of the largest 
contingents — 19,000 troops, 
including an armoured division. 
But President Hafez A1 Assad 
says they are deployed only to 
defend Saudi Arabia and will 
quit the alliance if Israel becom- 


es involved, even if in self- 
defence. 

Countries ranging from weal- 
thy Germany to impoverished 
Niger also have contributed 
funds, equipment or soldiers to 
the multinational force. But few, 
if any. are expected to join an 
all-out offensive. 

Many of them — both West- 
ern and Muslim — face strong 
anti-war sentiment at home. 

Large protests took place over 
the weekend across Europe, 
while in Pakistan even cabinet 
ministers have joined a call for 
withdrawing the 10,000 Pakista- 
ni troops commited to Saudi 
Arabia. 

Twice previously since World 
War II, the United States has 
found itself playing the domi- 
nant role in a nominally allied 
war effort. Fifteen countries 
joined U.S. troops in the U.N.- 
authorised campaign in Korea 
and a handful fought in Vietnam. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney, visiting the Gulf last 
month, acknowledged that many 
of the allies would not join an 
offensive. 


Arabs, Indians protest In 
New Delhi against war 


NEW DELHI (R) — Hundreds 
of Arab students and Indians, 
some chanting "Long live Sad- 
dam," demonstrated in New De- 
lhi Monday . against the U.S. 
threat to use force against Iraq. 

Brandishing posters of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein and 
Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat, the protesters marched to 
the U.S. embassy and the British 
high commission. 

“We are here to protest 
against the hostilities intended to 
be launched against Iraq and the 
Arab World,” a leader of the 
National Union of Iraqi Students 
and Youth said. "We are fully in 
support of Saddam Hussein's ac- 
tions." 

The Arab community in India 
opposed U.S, President George 
Bosh's decision to force Iraq to 
comply with the United Nations' 
demand that Iraq withdraw from 
Kuwait, said the student leader, 
who declined to be named. 

As the U.N. deadline for Iraq 
to withdraw from Kuwait nears. 
Bush has said the United States 
is "prepared to do what we have 
to do” to get Iraq out of Kuwait. 

Helxneted Indian paramilitary 
troops armed with rifles and 
wooden staves prevented more 
than 200 Syrians, Palestinians, 
Jordanians and others, from 
approaching the U.S. embassy. 

The protesters then marched 


to the British high commission, 
shooting “Major, Major, down, 
down,” before boarding buses 
for borne. 

Arabs were angry that British 
Prime Minister John Major has 
backed Bush felly, a protest 
leader said. “Sometimes Britain 
seems to be looking for war 
more than the LTnited States.” 

Indians, including some 
forced to leave Kuwait after 
Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion, staged a 
protest near the U.S. embassy, 
calling for peace in the Gulf. 

“I have lost everything and 
want peace to return so that I -can 
go back to Kuwait and continue 
with my business,” said Sham- 
suddin Mohammad, who ran a 
hotel for Indians and Arabs in 
the emirate. 

“I came to India with only my 
clothes on me. I want to go bade 
to Kuwait. Everything I own is 
there,” said Mohammad, who 
fled overland to India following 
the occupation. 

India airlifted 140,000 of its 
nationals from Kuwait after the 
invasion. Many others ret ur ned 
through Iraq, Turkey and 
Pakistan. 

India says it is concerned for 
1.2 million Indian workers in the 
Gulf area and Saudi Arabia, and 
has told its ambassadors in the 
region to reassure its citizens. 
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Saudi Arabia prepares 
population for war 

* 4 _ aiartrir lamns and cat 


RIYADH (R) — The Sandi 
authorities are preparing the 
population for war, warning 
them against security violations 
and rumour-fnongcring and giv- 
ing them last-minute instruction 
on how to protect themselves 
against chemical weapons. 

The kingdom would be the 
main launching-pad _ for any 
'attack on Iraqi forces in Kuwait 
by the U.S.-dominated multina- 
tional force deployed in the 
Gulf. 

Some 615,000 allied troops, 
most of them on Saudi territory* 
are on standby for hostilities 
when a U.N. deadline for Iraq to 

withdraw from the emirate or 
face being driven out expires at 8 
a.m. on Wednesday (0500 
GMT). 

On Sunday evening, the Saudi 
Interior Ministry said anyone 
responsible for unrest or viola- 
tions or national security would 
face the severest penalty under 
Islamic law. This was because of 
“the current delicate situation," 
a ministry statement said. 

Foreigners, millions of whom 
work in Saudi Arabia, should be 
“orderly in carrying out their 
activities in the various govern- 
ment and private sectors," the 
statement added. 

Newspapers this week have 
also been campaigning against 
rumours and on Monday the 
Arabic newspaper Al Riyadh 
denied that there would power 
cuts in the capital over the next 
two days. 

People bad been buying up tor-' 


ches, electric lamps and candk^^f 
but this was completely unneces- y/f 

sary, it quoted an _ electricity ' 
board official as saying. , .iL -i-/. 

On television army officers-;^' 
have been demonstrated how to ' 
use gas masks and how to pro- v^. 
tect the bouse from poisonobs^ J 7 ' 
gases in the event of a chemical ' ; 

attack. • . . . * ' ; : 

The civil defence authorities-; 
said they would start selling gas . .f 
masks on Monday at 100 riyals^ 
($27) each. Riyadh residents:, ry 
have shown little interest i &'■&■ 
obtaining them, as many feel tbej:^ * 
capital, more than 400 kilometres -- : n 
from the Iraqi border, is immune yy? 
from Iraqi air raids or m i ss il e, 
attacks. 

The capital tested its air raid ^ 

. warning sirens again on Mondftyf; - vj 
morning but, as on Sunday, peo-^ -£?- 
ple ignored civil defence instnie^ - 
dons to take shelter in nearby^;*- 
buildings. t _ - 

Sunday's • Interior Ministry ^ 
statement was addressed to aft" Tj-' 1 
residents in the kingdom of va- ::j^ 
nous Arab, Muslim and friendly ' ^ 
countries. 

Western intelligence sources 
say that if war erupts in the Gulf -j 
an upsurge in extremism can be 
expected in countries allied; 
against Iraq. vsf' 

“The Saudi Arabian governs 
meet has repeatedly announced ^ 
that it will not be lenient with 
anyone trying to undermine the “ V*- 
coun try’s security and will not*-^. 
hesitate to inflict detemng*Tjfr 
punishment on him," the 'state- r -:r 
ment said. " ^ 


Iraq adds ( God is Great’ to flag 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iraq will add the words “God is Great" to its' 
national flag, the Iraq News Agency reported Monday. The. 
agency said President Saddam Hussein ordered the move at a 
Sunday meeting of the ruling Revolutionary Command Council. 
The Iraqi flag consists of three horizontal stripes of red, white and 
black with three stars in the white band. It was not disclosed 
where the words in Arabic “Allah Akbar," will be placed on the 
flag. Iraq is ruled by the Arab Baatb Socialist Party which is 
secular and includes Christians among its top leadership. 

Bahrain tells private schools to close £ 

BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain told prviate schools to join state^i 
institutions and close from Wednesday when the United NdSaai 
deadline for Iraq to leave Kuwair expires, diplomatsJI$fr 
Monday. Officials were not immediately available to commdnL 
Hie government said Sunday state schools and universities would 
close between Jan. 16, and Feb. 9, because of .the Gulf crisis. The 
.order bad not extended to private schools. Holidays due in 
February are being advanced to keep children home when the 
deadline pasxs.at.8.ajn (p5(X) GMT) on Wednesday. 

Saudis pressing Manila not to evacuate workers 

MANILA (R) — The Saudi Arabian government has asked the 
Philippines not to pull out its 390.000 workers from the kingdom. 
Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus said Monday. Manglapus told 
a news conference Riyadh “specifically requested (the Manila 
government) not to start any movement" to evacuate its workers 
because it might disrupt Saudi Arabia's economy. At least 
110,000 Filipinos are working at oilfields and other facilities in 
eastern Saudi Arabia which can be reached by Iraqi missiles if war 
erupted in the Gulf, he said. "They are not being internationally 
exposed to war. We do know that they (the Iraqis) have missiles 
that can reach the area. TTiey're not being forced by our 
government to stay there. We cannot forbid our people from 
going to Saudi Arabia," he said. The Saudi government had given 
assurances that all the workers would be evacuated by land tp 
Abu Dhabi or Jeddah, out of range of Iraqi missiles, if hostilities 
broke out after the Jan. 15, deadline for Iraq to quit Kuwait, he 
said. 

Pro-Iraq rally in Pakistan 

ISLAMABAD (AP) — The leader of a small but powerful Muslim 
party is seeking recruits to fight with Iraq in a “holy war" against 
the United States, the target of demonstrations in all major cities 
Monday. Thousands -of demonstrators marched through Karachi, 
the country’s largest city, waving giant posters of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein and chanting “Friends of America are friends of 
Israel.’’ Demonsstratofs throughout this predominantly Muslim 
nation of 120 million people burned effigies of U.S. President 
George Bush and the U.S. flag. Hundreds of baton-wielding police 
in not gear were deployed throughout Islamabad, the federal 
capital, where Muslim militants burned down the U.S. embassy in 
k?’ J° re ‘§ ners ’ particularly Westerners, were warned to lock 
their doors and stay inside. A few busloads of rock-throwing 
students were swiftly rerouted away from the American Cultural 
Cen&e in Islamabad. They left behind an effigy of Bush. In the 
neighbounng city of Rawalpindi, another demonstration billed as a 
pro-saddam rally was organised 
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market prices 

Uppcr/krwcr price in Bh per kg 

S80/480 

banana 500 J 450 

Banana (Mukammar) 450 / 400 

E” 200/150 

120/60 

Cucumbers (small) 260 / 200 

- 500 / 400 

200 /150 

1700/ 1500 

Marrow 0argc) 120/ 60 

MaiTowfanan) 260 / 200* 

Onion (dry) 260/220 

Onion (green) 160/120. 

- 600 / 500 

SiS 

Pepper (sweet) 150/100 

330 / 280 

150/ 100' 

Sage^. 400 / 300 

5P®"*™ 120/ 80 

Tomatoes 180 / 12D;, 
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.-nance and Acting Planning Minister Basel Jar- 
;Meh (centre) signs documents of grant provided 
/ the government of Canada for which Ambassa- 


dor A. Percy Sherwood signed the aid agreement 
(Petra photo) 


anada grants Jordan $12.7m 


■ . MMAN (J.T.) — Canada is 
■ ving Jordan a grant of 15 mfl- 
)□ .Canadian dollars (nearly 
- 12.75 million) as part of Otta- 
. . as promised aid to Jordan to 
■ sip the Kingdom offset part of 
' le severe damages to its nation- 
7i economy as a result of the 
hi if crisis. 

The grant documents were 
gned at the Ministry of Plan- 
ning by Canada’s ambassador to 
ordan, A. Percy Sherwood and 
' -Inance and Acting Planning 
Minister Basel Jardaneh. 

The grant would finance Jor- 
. Ian’s purchases of Canadian 
;oods. A later agreement would 
.pecify the types of those goods 
leeded by Jordan, according to 


an official statement issued after 
the signing ceremony. 

-Ministry of Planning officials 
said that the Canadian govern- 
ment has promised to provide 
Jordan with another 10 million 
Canadian dollars as a contribution 
to the Kingdom's 1991 fiscal 
budget. 

Canada announced an econo- 
mic programme totalling some 
$17.5 million to Jordan for 1990 
and 1991 and said that the assist- 
ance would help Jordan exploit 
its natural gas and continued 
efforts in search of oil. 

Prime Minister Brian Mul- 
roney had said that Canada will 
offer Jordan other forms of 


assistance through the Canadian 
Agency for International De- 
velopment to help cany out the 
Kingdom's economic restructur- 
ing programmes and food 
strategy. 

Mulroney said that Canada 
will also provide assistance to 
back the Jordanian govern- 
ment's public administration 
training and industrial projects. 

Canada had granted Jordan. 
$19 million Canadian dollars 
over the past two years through 
the PetrcKIanada International 
Agency for Cooperation which 
has been helping Jordan to ex- 
plore for oil and natural gas in 
tbe Risheh area north east of 
Jordan. 


Red Crescent Society widens 
door for humanitarian assistance 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Com- 
plementing preparations by the 
IN pj^Civil Defence Department 
J ^(CDD) and other government 
-agencies to deal with any 
iQ emergency in the event of war 

breaking out in the Gulf, the 

- Jordan National Red Crescent 
• ■- Society (JNRCS) Monday de- 
clared its full readiness to pro-. 

■: vide relief and humanitarian 

- assistance to displaced persons 
arriving here from Kuwait and 
Iraq. 

JNRCS President Ahmad 
Abu Qoura said that a special 
tC C ! OS: emergency team has been set up 
to coordinate services at all 
levels should war start. The 
_ _ JNRCS operates two evacuee 
camps at Azraq, northeast of 
here, and will be ready to pro-' 
vide refuge to evacuees from 
Iraq and Kuwait iq ax^narion 
xrith“tbe lc ~ * — ■ Jl - 

AbuOcfura 
Jordan 

^ The JNRCS' s services will 
L’;Tc *TT complement those of the Jorda- 
.faian armed forces and the 
Health Ministry under difficult 
circumstances, Abu Qoura 
noted. 

He said that a JNRCS spec 
committee has now emba .cd 


on providing the society's A1 
HUal Hospital at Ashrafieh with 
additional ambulances and taken 
other precautionary measures to 
deal with any emergency in 
- times of need. 

The CDD earlier announced 
foil readiness to -provide assist- 
ance to the public in case of war - 
breaking but, and said that it 
would be conducting a series of 
. measures to test the country's 
readiness. Committees have 
been set up around the country 
to take charge of rescue and first 
aid operations to be working 
under the Higher Civil Defence 
Council chaired by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior Salem Masaadeh. 

The Health Ministry for its 
part is being readied for 
emergencies, and according to 
Dr. Mustafa A1 Bamiawi, dtrec- 
. tor ‘general of the 'Hospii. ’ 



health centres in various regions 
thron j a . jn s’ 

too’j. to up tne imple- 

mentation of emergency plans. 

Abu Qoura said that he had 
■^L-ussed with the head of the 
international Red Cross (ICRC) 
humanitarian services in the 


event of war in the region. The 
question of ensuring relief sup- 
plies like food and medicine to 
the evacuees was taken up with 
the Amman ICRC office. 

Over the past five months, 
more than 860,000 evacuees 
mostly Asians crossed into Jor- 
dan and were put up -t camps 
near the border with Iraq or in 
Amman as well as near airports 
prior to their repatriation. 

Jordan has spent nearly $56 
million on the evacuees, but 
because of the delay in the 
promised intern?* ional assist- 
ance the government on Jan. 9 
announced the closure of the 
Iraqi-Jords-ruan bordei in the 
face of the foreign nationals 
evac* -ted from Kuwait and 
It? r The announcement of the 
.osurc followed repeated Jorda- 
nian appeals for international 
hdR and warnings that foe -King- 
dom ~was unable to cope wlth any 
massive wave of evacuees. 

Only dayf before foe^dosure 
decision, the government 
announced its consent to allow 
nearly 5,000 Vietnamese eva- 
cuees to cross into Jordan. The 
Vietnamese are now being re- 
patriated with the help of the 
International Organisation for 
Migration (IOM). 


T P* l{0 


Arab yoir:h 

thank King, 
urge 

peace 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Arab 
Youth Forum (AYF) Monday 
sent His Majesty King Hussein 
and the heads of state of four 
other countries messages appeal- 
ing for efforts to be made to 
avert war in the Gulf. 

A cable to the King stressed 
that die Amman-based AYF will 
put up all its potential and re- 
sources for the service of Arab 
causes. The cable voiced appre- 
ciation of the King's endeavours 
and said that the hostile attitudes 
being adopted by certain Arab 
countries against Jordan were 
the price which tbe Kingdom is 
paying for adopting a .national 
stand and supporting right and 
justice. 

One cable went to King Fahd 
of Saudi Arabia, urging him to 
make last ditch efforts to avert 
war, and another went to Syrian 
President Hafez AI Asad calling 
for increased efforts to find a 
peaceful and just solution to the 
Gulf crisis. 

The AYF also sent a cable to 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand calling on France to ex- 
ercise a historic role of achiev-' 
mg peace and justice, and to 
pressure the U.S. administration 
and Israel into accepting U.N.! 
Security Council resolutions and ■ 
international legality in all Mid- 1 
die East issues. A cable to U.S. 
President George Bush reminded 
him of the catastrophic consequ- 
ences awaiting the world in die 
event of war in the Gulf. 

The AYF cable said that the 
United States would not be able 
to maintain good relations with 
the Arab World if it continued to 
be arrogant and provided con- 
tinued support for Israel’s 
aggression on the Arabs. 

The United States, the cable 
said, is in a position to push tbe 
world towards the precipice or 
towards peace and justice. 


Senators give U.S. 
lawmakers strong 
warning on Gulf 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Jorda- 
nian Upper House of Parliament 
Monday sent a cable to the U.S. 
Senate reminding it of the grave 
consequences awaiting Amer- 
ican interests in the Middle East 
should the United States launch 
war on Iraq. The cable bitterly 
criticised the Senate members 
for voting to authorise President 
Bush to wage war in the Gulf. 

“The vote taken by your 
house is bound to encourage 
Bush to pursue farther interven- 
tions in the internal affairs of foe 
Arab and Islamic nations in flag- 
rant violation of all democratic 
principles which have been up- 
held by foe American nation.” 
said foe cable. 

We are sure that foe sufferings 
and foe grave consequences of 
the Vietnam war are still alive in 
foe minds of foe American sena- 
tors and we want to point out 
that in case of a conflict in foe 
Golf region; weapons of mass 
destruction coukl be used to anni- 
hilate hundreds of thousands 
of innocent people, foe cable - 
added. 

It said that foe Gulf conflict 
would wipe out all foe achieve-' 
ments accomplished in the Mid-' 
die East over decades and would 
have indelible harmful effects on 
ecology and human and animal 
life that would last for decades 
and would destroy oil wealth, 
foe backbone of modern civilisa- 
tion. 

The Senate voted 52-47 to 


empower Bush to use U.S. 
forces to expel Iraq from Kuwait 
after Jan. 15, but foe debate 
before foe vote displayed deep 
rifts among foe proponents and 
opponents of the use of force 
against Iraq. 

"The Jordanian Upper House 
of Parliament is astonished to 
see foe Senators voting to use 
force in foe Gulf at a time when 
nothing is being done to help foe 
Palestinian people regain their 
legitimate rights and nothing is 
being done to stop Israel from 
continuing its atrocities against 
the innocent children of Pales- 
tine.” foe cable added. 

The cable voiced bope that foe 
American lawmakers will per- 
suade Bush to refrain from foe 
. use of force because of foe grave 
consequences to foe world. 

Also Monday, representa- 
tives of professional unions and 
political groups in Jordan called 
at foe U.S. embassy here and 
handed its staff a note of protest 
addressed to the U.S. president. 

The note voiced Jordanian 
people's strong protest against 
American escalation of tension 
•and foe beating of foe drums of 
'war. 

Tbe note said that foe Arab 
-and Islamic people everywhere 
would side by Iraq in the event 
of American aggression. . 

These representatives also 
handed a note to the Iraqi 
embassy voicing support for foe 
Iraqi people. 


Parliament panel passes 
economic crimes draft law 


Jordan celebrates 
Arbor Day today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Arbor Day 
celebrations will be held in Jor- 
dan Tuesday when thousands of 
people are expected to plant 
fruit and forest trees distributed 
by the Ministry of Agriculture's 
nurseries. 

The main celebration will be 
held at a site m foe Yajouz 
district under the patronage of 
His Majesty King Hussein. A 
statement said that thousands of 
people will take part m planting 
olive trees which symbolise 
peace and amity among people. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor is 
also expected to join students of 
the Nursing College at Yajouz in 
planting trees as part of foe 
country’s Arbor Day celebra-. 
dons. 

A statement said foe Queen 
would be joined by foe 496 male 
and female students in planting 
trees on foe premises of the 
college which was opened last 
November. 

The college which was inaugu- 
rated by the Queen is located on 
a 500 dunum land most of which 
would be planted with trees. 

On foe eve of Arbor Day, 
engineer Lntfi Hweidi, director 
of foe ministry’s Department of 
Afforestation said that fires were 
regarded as tbe main danger to 
forests and thousands of trees 
were lost every year in fires 
started by vacationers. 

'He noted that cutting down 
trees, industrial waste and fac- 
tory dust tend to pollute foe 


atmosphere and kill plants. 

Hweidi estim&ted Jordan's 
loss of trees through various 
means at 10,000 annually. 

The Ministry of Agriculture's 
nurseries earlier announced that 
it was producing nearly five mil- 
lion saplings of fruit and forest 
trees this year which it distri- 
buted for a nominal price to puiblic 
organisations, schools and indi- 
viduals to be planted in the 
agricultural season. 

According to Hweidi, foe total 
area of forest trees in Jordan 
amounts to more that 280,000 
dunums of land. 

Last year, the ministry 
announced a plan for greening 
Jordan by foe year 2000 and 
organised tree planting celebra- 
tions at Jizeh, south of Amman, 
and near foe Queen Alia Inter- 
national Aiiport on foe highway. 

According to ministry sources 
only 5,000 dunums of land were 
covered with trees in 1951 and 
foe number bad risen to 50,000 
dunums by foe end of 1989. 

Hweidi said in his statement 
that the Ministry of Agriculture 
adopted a plan of planting trees 
on 30,000 dunums of land every 
year. The trees, he said, have an 
economic wealth for Jordan rep- 
resented in foe timber which 
increases in value at foe rate of 
JD 35 million annually. 

Hweidi said that foe ministry 
owns 13 nurseries which produce 
nearly nine million saplings ev- 
ery year. 


Physicists hi g hli g ht 
dangers of war 


AMMAN (Petra) r— The Lower 
House of Parliament’s legal 
committee approved in a meet- 
ing held Monday under the 
chairmanship of deputy Hussein 
Mjalli foe economic crimes draft 
law. Tbe House’s financial com- 
mittee also held a meeting under 
the chairmanship of deputy 
Abdullah Ensoor and approved' 

foe resignation of the commit- 
tee's rapporteur deputy Abdul- 


lah Akaileh, who was appointed 
minister of education, and 

elected deputy Matir Al Bustanji 

to succeed Akaileh as rappor- 
teur. » 

The House’s agricultural com- 
mittee also met Monday and 
elected deputy Mabraoud 
Huweimil as foe committee's rap- 
porteur to succeed deputy 
Mohammad Al Alawneh. 


By Nur Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The association of 
Jordanian Physicists for the Pre- 
vention of Nuclear War 
(JPPNW) Sunday organised a 
roundtable conference in an ur- 
gent attempt to call for foe avoi- 
dance of war. 

The outcome of the discus- 
sions was an appeal to foe world 
community and to all different 
organisations and popular com- 
TTTirtees to pressure political" 
Jeaders to avert a war. according 
Hassati Badran, an ear, 
nose and throat specialist and a 
member of the JPPNW. 

“In our appeal, we urged to 
give peace a chance explaining 
foe consequences of war not 
only throughout the region but 
also foe entire world, which 
would be affected in case che- 
mical and biological warfare 
were used." Badran said. 

The appeal voiced surprise 
that in all other crisis throughout 
foe world, more effort was seen 
in giving diplomacy and negotia- 
tions a chance. “Why in this 
crisis has not enough chance 
been given to negotiations?” foe 
appeal said. 

Also during foe roundtable, a 
committee was formed in order 
to exert all efforts in sending 
appeals, telegrams as well as 
organising marches for peace. 

According to lyad Qattan, 
director of the Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCC), "foe RCC will be 
used as an operations room. It 
will be equipped with com- 
munication means so that all 
societies and organisations in- 
cluding peace establishments 
throughout foe world, can have 
information about Jordan and 
Iraq in this crisis.” 

The symposium was attended 
by 30 representatives from the 
Physicists Association, the Jor- 
dan National Red Cresent Socie- 
ty, foe Conservation of Nature 
and other organisations and 
popular committees. Three lec- 
tures were presented, tackling 
foe consequences of a war in foe 
Gulf, how contact can be made 
with the belp of other organisa- 
tions abroad and what sort of 
relations to use in relaying mes- 
sages to other societies in foe 
world. 

One of foe lectures given by 
Badran stressed the efforts made 
by the JPPNW during foe last 
three years and particularly dur- 
ing the Gulf crisis. 

“We have been sending many 
.appeals and declarations to all 
foe affiliations in the world, ex- 
plaining foe danger of the crisis 
and how it could lead to worl- 
dwide disaster,” Badran said. 
He told the Jordan Times that as 
a response, many of foe affiliates 
held meetings and some even 
resulted in rabies like the one in 
Bonn, Germany last month 
where candles were held and 


slogans read “Prevent War in 
foe Gulf”. 

Many organisations in Jordan 
have been working strongly 
since foe beginning of the crisis, 
but foe feeling now among the 
participants at the roundtable 
was that they sensed an immedi- 
ate danger for Jordan. 

“We feel more strongly now 
to make foe effort to ask foe 
world to stop war,” Badran said. 

A war in the Gulf will have 
devastating results .in mass des- 
tructive weapons- Were to'* be 
used. In the discussions, alt 'par- 
ticipants agreed that there would 
be no means to stop it (foe war) 
while foe size of casualties would 
be tremendous. Consequently, 
doctors and medical services 
would be paralysed. 

Dr. Mahmoud Taher, con- 
firmed this in his speech by 
saying “in case mass destructive 
weapons are sued, doctors and 
medical services would be pre- 
vented from providing its assist- 
ance to foe wounded. Medical 
services will be totally para- 
lysed.” 

A quick look at statistics 
proves that medical assistance 
will be in vain. Taher pointed 
out that foe energy released 
from a nuclear explosion would 
result in 35 per cent heat, 50 per 
cent explosion, five per cent 
short-range radiation and 10 per 
cent long-range radiation. In 
terms of human losses, it would 
mean 50 per cent dying from foe 
heat, 35 per cent as a result of 
foe explosion itself and 15 per 
cent from radiation. 

Taher added that in foe Un- 
ited States, a survey was con- 
ducted to find out what would 
happen if a bomb of one mega- 
tonne exploded on foe ground in 
Leningrad for example. The sur- 
vey revealed that it would make 
a big hole, 200 feet in depth and 
a circumference of 1000 feet, 
destroying everything within a 
1.7 mile radius. 

Half of the citizens living with- 
in 2.7 miles would die im- 
mediately while other distances 
showed that the death rate 
would be reduced to five per 
cent, Taher told foe participants. 

Biological and chemical war- 
fare, which are high in terms of 
availability and effectivity. are 
not included in foe statistics of 
foe high numbers of casualties. 

Taher affirmed that “foe ex- 
perience of medical assistance 
daring natural disasters shows 
that big states have failed in 
providing the necessary medical 
care as was foe case in the Soviet 
Union as a result of the Cher- 
nobyl accident.” 

Taher cited that in Jordan, to 
deal with bums, “we would need 
approximately 2500 nurses, 500 
doctors, 100 anasthesiologists, 
4000 units of blood and 8000 
litres of glucose drips. These 
numbers would only care for 
1000 citizens as a result of 
bums.” 


UNDP chief begins visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — United Na- 
tions Development Programme 

(UNDP) Director-General Wil- 
liam Draper arrived in Amman 
Monday on a three-day official 
visit to Jordan during which he 


will meet several senior Jorda- 
nian officials. _ , Draper 
said he aims in his visit to Jordan 
to get acquainted with the work 
process of the UNDP develop- 
ment projects in Jordan. 



Prime Minister Mudar Badran listens to Abdul of tbe difficult conditions of Jordanian workers 
H«lfan Khartdam , the secretary-general of the during the current economic showdown (Petra 
Federation of Jordanian Labour Unions, speaking photo) 

Government endeavours 
to improve job security 

and welfare to workers 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran 
announced Monday that the 
prime ministry was now putting 
foe finishing touches to the new 
labour law which will later be 
submitted to foe Lower House 
of Parliament for "debate and 
final approval. 

The new labour law would 
provide further protection to the 
Jordanian workers and would 
give them immunity against 
arbitrary dismissal from private 
sector institutions and com- 
panies, the prime minister said 
at a meeting in his office with 
Abdul Halim Khaddam, 
secretary-general of foe Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Labour Unions 
and members of foe federation’s 
executive bureau with whom he 
reviewed general conditions of 
workers in Jordan as well as 
union activities. 

The government seeks to im- 
plement social security laws in 
fulkto-cewer-all the workers; and 
through this law foe government 
plans, to. offer : raining- to drivers 
at foe, special Vocational Train- 
ing Centre for drivers in Jordan, 


the prime minister said. 

Khaddam expressed the readi- 
ness of workers and labourers to 
contribute to the ongoing mea- 
sures taken by the government 
in defence of foe homeland and 
announced the creation of 
emergency committees to coor- 
dinate matters in this respect. 

The prime minister voiced foe 
government's appreciation of 
foe labourers initiative and said 
foe Ministry of Interior, the Civil 
Defence and the Peoples Army 
would be ready to cooperate 
with foe workers to serve the 
country. 

Badran also paid tribute to all 
workers who have vowed to con- 
tinue their endeavours at all 
production factories under any 
circumstances. 

The prime minister listened to 
the workers’ unions views and 
complaints specially problems 
related to unemployment among 
workers. Khaddam- complained 
-about the dismissal of workers 
from private-sector companies: 
and requested, that the-govenw 
rnent help ensure the continued 


employment of drivers and de- 
manded that all types of workers 
be covered by foe Social Security 
Corporation law. 

The prime minister expressed 
full understanding of the work- 
ers’ problems and promised to 
settle them within the govern- 
ment's means and through foe 
implementation of tbe new 
labour law. 

Later, Khaddam and his col- 
leagues said in a statement that' 
the prime minister has shown 
deep concern over foe workers 
problems. 

They also said they were de- 
manding the creation of a special 
bank which can take charge of 
foe workers' funds and savings 
by investing them in income- 
generating projects. 

The federation’s executive 
bureau includes Mazen Maaitah, 
Walid Khayyat, Mahmoud Hir- 
zallah, Yousef Al Momani, 
Ahmad Abu Rawwaa, Abdul 
Rahim AI Haj Hassan, Abdul 
Razzaq Mohammad Saeed, 
Ahmad^ 'Wanas Al Shreideh. 
RidaiHussein Hassan. Fawzi Al 
Dusu'and Haidar Rashid. 


Water supplies get special 
attention from ministry 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation is joining 
the national efforts in prepara- 
tion for any emergency concern- 
ing water supplies around the 
country under difficult circumst- 
ances. 

A special operations room has 
been set up at foe ministry to be 
in contact around the clock v/ifo 
the departments of water and 
irrigation in all provinces to 
check on water supplies and 
ensure speedy services to foe 
public, according to Water and 
Irrigation Minister Saad Hayel* 
Srour. 

The ministry has installed 23 
mini-operation rooms in foe va- 
rious govemorates manned by 
specialists, engineers and offi- 
cials for 24 hours a day and they 


have commenced duty Monday 
and until further notice, foe 
minister said in a statement to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

The main operations room in - 
the ministry has prepared an 
emergency plan which would be 
put into force should adverse 
circumstances occur and the 
ministry has also provided the 
various pumping stations with 
alternative means to ensure wa- 
ter pumping should the main 
power supply fail for any reason, 
foe minister added. 

In addition, the ministry has 
stored large amounts of drinking 
water in tanks and towers avail- 
able to its departments as well as 
the Jordan Valley Authorin' 
(JVA), and has made availabfe 


sufficient numbers of water 
tanker trucks to carry water to 
various areas should foe need 
arise, Srour noted. 

In all its operations Srour 
noted, foe Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation is maintaining close 
coordination and cooperation 
with the Civil Defence Depart- 
ment, foe Public Security De- 
partment and the Greater Am- 
man Municipality as well as 
other various concerned depart- 
ments to ensure public safety in 
all matters. 

At the same time, he said, 
ministry teams would maintain 
its task of testing water samples 
taken from springs to ensure thar 
potable water is fit for human 
consumption. 


“Amman’s Appeal for Peace and 
the Prevention of War” gathering 

calls 

for a public march tonight 
under the motto 

“No For War ... Yes For Peace** 

“Amman’s Appeal for Peace and the Prevention of War” gathering which was 
-established in response to a call by the Jordanian Doctors Society for the 
Prevention of Nuclear War in cooperation with the Royal Cultural Centre, 
and in which representatives of 40 societies, committees and organisations as 
well as public figures are participating, calls the Jordanian people to express 
their rejection and opposition to war and to address the international public 
opinion by taking part in a peace march and to carry candles and olive 
branches tonight, Tuesday, January 15. 1991. 

The march will start from the Professional Associations Complex at 10 p.m. 
and will end in front of the United Nations headquarters in Amman at 12 
midnight. 

Twelve midnight is the time set by the U.S. as the deadline for Iraq to 
withdraw from Kuwait and after which the use of force is authorised and any 
peace move is rejected. 

At this timing the world nations will participate in similar marches under 
the motto; “No For War ... Yes For Peace.” 

The gathering appeals to all organisations, societies and commi- 
ttees to coordinate with the gathering for this march, and asks all participants 
to chant altogether at exactly 12 midnight; 

“No For War ... Yes For Peace” 

The gathering also appeals to Jordanian citizens in all the Jordanian cities 
and villages to organise similar marches. 
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Dubai businesses 
loss more than Iraqi missiles 


DUBAI (R) — In the pictures- 
que port of Dubai, a trading hub 
for centuries, the fear on the eve 
of a possible war in the Gulf is 
less of chemical bombs or Iraqi 
missiles than of lost business. 

Some 800 kilometres south of 
Kuwait, Dubai and other cities 
of the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) are out of Iraqi missile 
range and unlikely targets for a 
land or sea invasion. 

But business is bad. 

“The UAE is far from any 
crisis in the region, although it is 
in the same Gulf. We are prob- 
ably better off than other Gulf 
states/* said Abdul Rahman 
Mutaiwee, director general of 
the Dubai Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

But he added: 

“■Whatever we say, when 
there is war you can't limit its 
effect. Nobody can predict 


what’s going to happen.*’ 

Indian gold merchant Nagin 
Dhakan stood before cascades of 
glittering necklaces in his empty 
shop and admitted business was 
bad in the run-up to Tuesday's 
U.N. deadline for Iraq to leave 
Kuwait or face attack. 

Dhakan, ensconced in the 
normally bustling gold souk, said 
he was losing 1,000 dirhams 
($271) a day as consumers put 
off non-essential purchases. One 
electronics supplier said sales 
last week were 75 per cent below 
the norm. 

The dollar edged upwards in 
exchange houses to 3.69 dirhams 
Monday from 3.67 dirhams last 
week, reflecting more demand 
for transfers, but there have 
been no panic withdrawals like 
those that followed Iraq's inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

Some nine billion dirhams 
($2.44 billion) left the country 


then but Mutaiwee said he did 
not expect a repeat of that even 
if war broke out. 

“We have proved we will not 
.restrict capital outflows. Nobody 
should have to do this if they 
have the freedom to transfer out 
.at any time.” he said. 

More than half the airlines 
serving Dubai airport, the 
busiest in the region, have can- 
celled flights because of in- 
creased insurance costs. Hotel 
bookings have piummetted. 

Some households have built 
up stocks of water and food but 
few expea to use them. The 
U.S. embassy has told Amer- 
icans to stay calm, and there has 
been no rush for plane seats out. 
__ “We are not facing another 
Kuwait,’’ said an embassy letter 
to the American community. 

The embassy had no plans to 
issue gas masks. It estimated the 


chances of a conventional attack 
as “virtually nil” but said there 
was a high risk of terrorist attack 
against Americans. 

Hundreds of off-duty U.S. 
servicemen pack the bars and 
stroll the streets and air- 
conditioned shopping malls, 
buying music cassettes, carpets 
and hamburgers. 

Neither they nor the country’s 
60.000 Kuwaiti refugees are any 
replacement for the purchasing 
power of local buyers. 

But one positive spin-off from 
any war could be an increase in 
the traditional dhow trade, a 
reexport business to other Gulf 
pons in nimble wooden boats. 

If big shipping lines cancel 
sailings to Bahrain, Qatar and 
Saudi Arabia, dhows could 
tranship goods from Dubai or 
UAE ports safely outside the 
Gulf to the Arabian Sea. 


U.S. belittles Gulf 
crisis effect on economy 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. administration expects any 
. Gulf war to be relatively short, 
-without major impact on the 
' economy. Commerce Secretary 
Robert Mosbacher said in an 
interview. “We believe that if 
there is a war that it will be a 
relatively short war. And that it 
will not have a major effect on 
the economy,” he said. Mos- 


bacher, who made his comments 
on U.S. television, said: “when 
the war is over or the crisis is 
over we think the demand ... 
and consumer confidence will 
come surging back.’’ Without 
linking it directly to the Gulf 
situation, he said declining con- 
sumer confidence had been one 
of the major causes of the U.S. 
economic slump. 


European policies criple 
Argentine farmers 


BUENOS ArRES (R) — Fifty 
years ago Argentina's cereal ex- 
ports earned it the nicknjrfne 
“Europe's bread basket." but 
now Europe seems to be biting 
the land that once fed it. 

Down on the farm in Argenti- 
na they are not complaining ab- 
out taxes, government policies 
or the weather. On the once 
prosperous Pam pa plains tradi- 
tional grievances take second 
place to European farm policies. 

European Community (EC) 
dumping of excess produce on 
world markets has driven prices 
down to levels at which .farmers 
in Argentina can no longer com- 
pete, producers and officials say. 

Ernesto Rossi, who farms 
1,800 hectares (4.500 acres) in 
the fertile wheat belt in southern 
Buenos Aires province, told 
Reuters he would be lucky to 
cover his costs this season. 

“The outlook is really wor- 
rying. Prices have fallen so much 
that some farmes might just be 
able to recover expenses but 
others will inevitably end up in 
debt,” he said. 

Grain dealers said trades from 
; the coming harvest have been 
• struck at $72 a tonne, less than 


t half the 1989 average price and 
1 well below the $115 needed to 
' give farmers a reasonable return 
on investment. 

“The crops are in a very good 
shape but the financial outlook 
is far from promising because of 
the low prices,” said Leonidas 
Gassoni, president of one of the 
country's largest farm coopera- 
tives. “People are going to lose 
money.” 

Some farmers say it would be 
better to use wheat as cattle feed 
than sell it for so little. 

' Argentina and its 13 fellow 
'members of the Cairns Group of 
"'"farm exporting countries are 
pressing for sharp cuts in EC 
subsidies. 

Argentine Agriculture Under- 
secretary Felipe Sola has urged 
fanners to h old onto their pro- 
duce in h opes of a successful 
outcome to the talks on the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT). 

Farmers, however, say they 
cannot delay sales because they 
need money to plant late cycle 
crops, particularly soybeans, 
which have become the coun- 
try’s main foreign currency ear- 
ner. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday, January 14, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 
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U.S. dollar 

667.0 

671.0 

Japanese yen ( for 100) 

493.0 

496.0 

Pound Sterling 

1263.5 

1271. 1 

Dutch guilder 

382.0 

384.3 

Deutsche mark 

430.8 

433.4 

Swedish crown 

116.2 

117.9 

Swiss franc 

518.1 

521.2 

Italian lira (far 100) 

57.3 

57.6 

French franc 

127.1 

127.9 

Belgian franc |for 10) 

209.2 

210.5 


Insurance premiums 
skyrocket for ships 
plying Gulf route 


SINGAPORE (R) — Insurance 
premiums for ships leaving Sing- 
apore for the Gulf have soared 
and some insurers are even re- 
fusing to cover shippers, insur- 
ance company officials said 
Monday. 

As the Jan. 15 deadline for 
Iraq to withdraw form Kuwait 
approaches, some shippers are 
being asked to pay rates for Gulf 
routes many hundred times high- 
er than normal, officials said. 

“But others are not even 
offered any cover,” one said. 

’The insurance rates for the 
next few days will be about the 
same or higher than those during 
the height of the war between 
Iran and Iraq,” said Ron Tan of 
Citicorp Insurance Brokers 
(Singapore) PTE Ltd. 

“Many are shying away from 
shippers.” Tan said. “It’s tetri- 1 
ble but you have no choice.” 

Hull insurance rates were like- 
ly to rise above four or five per 
cent for a seven-day period com- 
pared with 0.05 per cent a year 
on 1 ‘peace” routes. Tan said. 

For cargoes, the war risk in- 
surance surcharge for ship own- 


ers reached 7.5 per cent of cargo 
value at the peak of the Iran- 
Iraq war, compared to the aver- 
age 0.75 per cent charged a week 
ago and the 0.025 per cent 
charged by insurers before the 
invasion of Kuwait, insurers 
said. 

Skyrocketing insurance pre- 
miums have hit some airlines. 

Singapore Airlines announced 
suspension of its flights to Cairo 
from Monday, saying a six-fold 
increase in insurance premiums 
for each landing in Cairo made 
the service unprofitable. 

In Zurich, Swissair- 
Schweizerische Luftverkehr 
A.G. increased the price of its 
flights to the Gulf region from 
last Saturday, citing higher in- 
surance costs. 

The surcharges of between 50 
and 200 Swiss francs per passen- 
ger were the second set Swissair 
had imposed since Iraq's takeov- 
er of Kuwait, the Swiss news 
agency SDA said. 

The airline said the latest in- 
XTease wbiild ‘still rtbt cover the 
cost of insuring a flight to Jhe 
Middle'East, SDArepbrted. 


S. Arabia confident war 
will not disrupt oil output 


LONDON (R) — War in the 
Gulf should have no more than a 
minor impact on Saudi Arabian 
oil output, officials and oil ex- 
ecutives in the kingdom have 
said. 

Around 1_5 million barrels of 
Saudi Arabia’s daily 8.3 million 
barrels production might be con- 
sidered to be in a danger zone, 
but there are no plans to shut 
any facilities. 

“I haven't heard of any plans 
to close down output anywhere. 
So far as I know production will 
continue as normal,” a U.S. oil 
executive said by telephone from 
D hah ran 

But there are contingency 
plans to raise output elsewhere 
in the kingdom if the northern 


oil fields — potentially most at 
risk — are forced to close. 

A U.S. executive in London 
said defences around the refin- 
ery complex and main oil export 
terminal at Ras Tannurah and 
the Aramco oil production facili- 
ties should cope with any attack. 

Japan's Arabian Oil Company 
said last week it was cutting 
output from the Neutral Zone, 
an area between Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait. Output from the 
zone's Khafji and Hout fields 
would fall to 80,000 barrels per 
day (b/d) from 250,000 b/d. 

The Safiniya offshore field, 
which produces up to 1.5 million 
b/d, looks vulnerable, but Saudi 
oil officials believe the protec- 
tive shield would prove too 
much for Iraqi attackers. 
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Seeking security for savings 

Taiwan pulls out 
from U.S. banks 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan, holder 
of one of the world's largest 
foreign exchange reserves, has 
pulled tens of billions of dollars 
out of U.S. commercial banks, 
which it fears could faii in an 
economic recession prolonged 
by a Gulf war. 

Central bank officials said 
Monday that Taiwan had moved 
most of its U.S. dollar holdings to 
the U.S. Federal Reserve and to 
banks in Europe, Japan and 
Australia. 

“The shift is mainly to protect 
our reserves as we face more 
risks by depositing our money in 
U.S. banks,” a senior bank offi- 
cial told reporters. 

Taiwan's “economic mirade.” 
built on exports to the U.S. has 
generated foreign exchange re- 
serves of about $73 billion, com- 
peting with Japan’s as the largest 
in the world. 

Taipei keeps about $60 billion 
in various currency holdings, 
mostly U.S. dollars. The rest is 


in securities, induding certifi- 
cates of deposit and treasury 
bills. 

Bank officials said that about 
$35 billion — 58 per cent of the 
currency reserves — have been 
moved out of U.S. commercial 
banks since late 1990. 

About $20 billion was placed 
in Federal Reserve, with the 
remainder going to European. 
Japanese and Australian banks, 
the officials said. A smaller 
amount of money was also depo- 
sited in overseas branches of 
Taiwanese banks. 

Economists and bankets said 
the bank's redistribution of 
Taiwan’s export earnings re- 
flected growing fears over the 
security of the U.S. finandal 
system. 

“They (the central bank) are 
concerned about the entire 
American banking system,” said 
Norman Yin, chairman of the 
banking department at National 
Chengchih University. “They 


billions 
to escape 

have got to diversify.” 

Central bank governor 
Samuel Shieh himself gave a 
bleak assessment of the U.S. 
economic outlook. 

“The U.S. economy is m more 
of a shambles than you can 
understand, and war (in the 
GulQ will prolong the reces- 
sion,” he told reporters at a 
regular briefing late last week. 

Bankers said one reason for 
Taiwan’s move was the fact that, 
as a foreign depositor, its hold- 
ings in U.S. commercial banks 
were not insured by the Federal 
Reserve. 

While some banking analysts 
said there was probably a “tacit 

understanding" between the 
Federal Reserve and large fore- 
ign depositors in commercial 
banks, they said this may not 
have been enough for Taiwan’s 
cautious money-managers. 

“If I were central bank gov- 
ernor I’d do the same thing. If 
you leave your money there you 



risks 


.■ws? 


have no sense of security*” saSfe-:. 
one senior foreign exchange/, 
dealer at a European bank/ “f : L 

Officials said the central bank/ - 
now kept only small amounts pf> 
its reserves in major American-''' ' 
banks to maintain business rt te^' . 
tions. They did not give figaresjur 

Some bankers dismissed .the 1 *-; 
news of the transfer, saying that - 
despite jitters the United States 
remained the only place for a 
country like Taiwan to do its- 
banking. > _ - 

“This was probably just a pro-: ' ; 
cedural adjustment. They See-' 
credit ratings go down and they 
arc required to do something,”- 
said Chen Chi-Chu, vice preshf 
dent of the Internationa] Conn, 
merrial Bank of China. 

Other than the U.S. market, 
where can you put such large' 
sum of money?” be said. “The 
(U.S.) government is not gouag 
to let the big banks fail, so the . 
downside risk is very small.” 


War fears harm 
Egyptian tourism 


ASWAN (R) — The Pyramids 
and ancient Pharaonic temples, 
normally teeming with tourists, 
are virtually empty and luxury 
hotels and Red Sea beaches are 
having one of their worst seasons 
in memory. 

“Tourism has been awful ever 
since Iraq invaded Kuwait in 
August, but in the last few days 
it has been getting even worse,” 
said an executive of European 
hotel chain in Egypt. 

Egypt is well out of range of 
Iraqi missiles and sympathy for 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
runs low among Egyptians, but 
operators say they are still 
scared to send tourists into the 
region while the political situa- 
tion remains unclear. 

As the. Jan. 15. U.N. deadline 
for Iraq to withdraw froft 
Kuwait approaches airlines havb 
pbeen cutting flights to taro, and 
a few days ago of the last major 
tour operators still in the country 
suspended operations and pulled 
its manager back to Italy. 

In Aswan in the south of 
Egypt, where the Nile passes 
between red granite cliffs, 
dozens of luxury cruise boats lie 
idle at their moorings and bored 


' drivers lean against their taxis. 

At the Giza Pyramids and the 
temples of upper Egypt fore- 
igners have all but disappeared. 

Saturday night, only 17 tour- 
ists slept at Cairo's Marriott 
Hotel, which with 1250 rooms is 
said to be the largest of any in 
Europe. A year earlier the num- 
ber was 500. 

“Last year the hotel had 6,000 
tourists during the first 12 days 
• of January. This year there were 
2,000,” Marriott marketing 
manager Andrew Houghton told 
Reuters. 

Houghton said the Marriott 
was trying to weather the storm 
by turning to businessmen and 
local holiday makers. Some ex- 
ecutives, including 150 person- 
nel .of Kuwait Airlines, had relo- 
cated to Cairo from the Gulf and. 


money, but this year I'm making 
only enough to buy food for my 
, family,” he said. 

An Egyptian federation of pri- 
vate tourist operators Sunday 
estimated the industry’s losses 
since the crisis started at $3 
billion and called on the govern- 
ment to help companies to light- 
en their debts. 

Expatriates living in Egypt 
have been snatching up sperial 
bargain holiday packages in nor- 
mally expensive and jam-packed 
hotels. 

A receptionist at the five-star 
Nile Hilton Hotel told a business 
traveller at the weekend she had 
no vacant rooms with a view 
over the river “but there will be 
plenty from Jan. 15.” 

Some- Western airlines, hit by 
higher insurance rates, ha 


. . . . uigiiGi jiistui <muc rauPi j older Lockheed Tri^JtAr aircraft 

' C,r stopped or reduced flights toM‘ahd Boemg -7$7s“ r the' sources 


porary home. 

Houghton 1 said the Mairiott had 
been forced to lay off staff and 
that other hotels relying mainly 
on tourism had been hit even 
worse. 

Aswan taxi driver Fawzi 
Ahmed said hard times brought 
on by the crisis had forced him to 
postpone his wedding. 

“Last year I could save 


points all -over the Middle Eastt-* 
including Egypt. Some plan to* 
suspend services to Cairo for a 
few days beginning Jan. 16. 

A surcharge of $50 to $200 has 
been added to flights out of 
Egypt and passengers say exten- 
sive overbooking as expatriates * 
try to leave the country had 
created confusion at the airport. 


The main word is volatility 

Fear takes over as financial 
traders, analysts plot strategies 


NEW YORK (R) — As the 
U.N. deadline for Iraq draws 
near, fear has taken over from 
greed as the major force in the 
market, as traders and analysts 
try to plot the likely scenarios 
and plan their own strategies. 

Aside from war, the main 
word on everyone^ lips is vola- 
tility, with the markets expected 
to climb or dive on each bit of 
news or hint of a development in 
the crisis ahead of the Tuesday 
midnight deadline for Iraq’s 
withdrawal from Kuwait. 

“It will take a lot of stomach 
in the market to stay calm 
through Tuesday,” said 
Anthony Karydakis, senior 
financial economist at First 
National Bank of Chicago. 

Weekend developments 
appeared to do" little to alter the 
generally pessimistic mood in 
the markets. The congressional 
backing for U.S. military action 
had been expected and the last- 
minute peace overtures by Un- 
ited Nations Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar produced 
no concrete sign of progress. 

The nervous mood was clear 


last week when U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker announced 
no progress had been made 
after talks Wednesday with Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz. 

Baker's statement quickly sent 
the Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age down 80 points while oil 
jumped $7 pushing up its value 
by nearly one-third in just a few 
minutes. 

So skittish are the markets 
that as soon as Baker uttered the 
word “regrettably." prices be- 
gan to move. 

“It’s going to be extremely 
volatile and one can come up 
with 1.000 different scenarios," 
said Stephen Slifer, senior vice 
president at Lehman Govern- 
ment Securities. “My sense is 
people are trying to get (posi- 
tions) flat going into this 
period.” 

He and others expect many 
traders to close out their books 
and just sit on the sidelines. This 
in turn makes volume light, 
which can add to the wild price 
swings. 

“It’s hard for market partici- 
pants to make bets at this time,” 


Slifer said. 

Any fighting is expected to 
produce a steep sell-off on Wall 
Street. 

“The market is down nearly 
five per cent this year,” said 
Alan Ackerman, executive vice 
president at Reich Co. “I think 
there's a serious element of the 
war fear in the market, but we 
may not have seen the end of it 
yet." 


Gulf Air 
cuts flights,^ 
moves base 
to Muscat 

BAHRAIN (R.) — Gulf Air is 
cutting flights and basing aircraft 
outside the Gulf in responfe to" 
the Gulf crisis, airline officials 
and sources said Monday. . 

“The company has cut flights 
due to higher costs imposed by 
insurance firms,” Gulf Air 
Chairman Yousef Shirawi fold 
local newspapers after a board 
meeting Sunday. 

Airline sources said Gulf Air 
was shifting its fleet of mae new 
Boeing 767 aircra&^froin 
Bahrain to the Omi^jcagstal 
Muscat, - which is outside the 
Gulf, beyond the rea& of Iraqi 
missiles. 1 

Reduced services between 
Gulf states would be run "by 


-said. The airline planned to 
maintain some international 
flights from inner Gulf states of 
Abu Dhabi, Bahrain and Qatax^} 

Gulf Air is owned by those 
countries plus Oman. 

Shirawi said Gulf Air would 
still operate flights from the Gulf 
to Cabo, London, Bombay and 
the Far East. 

He gave no further details. 

Gulf Air officials said the air- 
line was running its new sche- 
dule on a day-by-day basis but . 
declined to specify how many 
flights had been cut so far. 

Passengers said the changes 
were already causing delays and 
cancellations, in one case strand^ 
ing people in the Qatari capital • 
Doha Sunday night. 

Many foreign airlines have 
suspended flights to the Gulf due 
to skyrocketing insurance costs. . 

A spokesman for Emirates, 
the Dubai-based airline saving i 
the Gulf said it was running a 
normal schedule so far but could - 
face further insurance sur- . 
charges. It has already added 
about seven per cent to the price 
of air tickets since the invasion - 
of Kuwait sparked the current- 
crisis. 


AVISO URGENTE 

A TODOS LOS CIUDADANOS ESPANOLES 
RESIDENTES EN JORDAN1A 

Se ruega entren en contacto rapidamente con la Embajada de 
Espana en Amman, telephones 622140. 624187. 

Contacto con Sres. Abu-Taha Taleb y Sra. Li so 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Friends of Archaeology Society regrets to announce the 
cancellation of its tnp to Salt on Fridy January 18. 1991. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
_ WANTED 

by an international trading company 

— Full time basis 

— Minimum 3 years experience 

— Fluent in English (written & spoken) 

tact^ 623223 , for fll &few. irernentS please «»"$ 




M UNICIPALITY of greater 
AMMAN 

Amman ^wUdpal Development 

(Loan No. 2334 - JO) 

The ffiWG DATE 

extension of the closing date ofthT^ ^ nr ? ounc es the 
Equipment Tender until Febmarv 4 Maintenance 

SB-" Department 
p MU S»3f Greater 

Amman - Jordan 





Badran 

(Condnoed from page 1> 

Israel decided to expel Palest*-' 
mans from the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip- to Jordan. Such a 
move by Israel, the prime 
minister said, would widen the 
Gulf crisis and Jordan would, 
break its neutral stand by de- 
fending itself against its attack- 
ers. ... 

Jordan considers both pota- 
bilities as acts of aggression 
which it would resist, Mr. Bad- 
ran said. 

“Jordan, if attacked, will re- 
ply in kind.” Mr. Badran 
asserted in the interview. 
Pointing out that the 21 Arab 
League countries pledged to 
defend Jordan if attacked by. 
Israel, the prime minister added 
that both the governments of 
Syria and Iraq have already 
reiterated their pledges, saying 1 
that they viewed an attack 
against Jordan as equivalent to 
an attack on their sovereignty.. 

Asked if the Muslim 
Brotherhood and Islamist de- 
puties included in the current 
cabinet were bound him to any 
particular policies, Badran be- 
gan his answer by pointing out 
that no member of his cabinet 
was “fanatic or a strict fun- 
damentalist.” 

“The Muslim Brotherhood 
and Islamist cabinet members 
are freely elected representa- 
tives of onr society,” Badran 
said. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
and Islamist members of the 
cabinet and Lower House rep- 
resent a large sector of Jorda- 
nian society which Badran said 
was not fanatical or fun- 
damentalist. 

In an apparent response to 
the labelling by the Western 
press in particular of many of 
the new cabinet members as 
fanatical or fundamentalist, 
Badran said, “we have no un- 
reasonable, fanatical or strictly 
fundamentalist ministers or 
Lower House deputies.” 

Protest 

(Continued from page 1) 

said Communist member of 
parliament Issa Mdanat. who 
was at the front along other 
deputies and activists. 

“We demand the withdraw- 
al of foreign, troops frond ... 
region ' impJcincjn^- 

-t tion of , all .JJ .N . Security.^ 
Council resolutions in 1 the 
same standard,” Mdanat told 
several reporters at the 
march. 

Mamdouh Abbadi, an orga- ; 
niser and president of the 
Jordanian Medical Assoda- 


a war, which it said would be 
destructive to" the region and 
the entire world. “You will be 
t responsible before God and 
the history of humanity for 
any decision to attack the 
peaceful people of Iraq,” the 
statement added. 

In another statement deli- 
vered to the Iraqi embassy, 
unionists pledged support for 
Saddam Hussein and Iraq, 
saying that the Iraqi president 
has acted on the feelings and 
aspirations of the Arab peo- 
ple. 

“You have acted upon the 
feelings of hundreds of mil- 
lions of Arabs, who support 
you today and until you 
achieve victory,” the state- 
ment said. 

Attending the rally at the 
stadium were the Iraqi ambas- 
sador in Jordan and several 
members of the Lower and 
Upper House of parliament.. 

Surrounding the stadium, 
banners in Arabic and PngKsh 
called for the appreciation of 
one standard ro implementing 
Security Council resolutions 
and warning the U.S. not to 
start a war in the Gulf region. 

“We shall burn the Amer- 
icans with Arab oil,” “U.N. is- 
a U.S. tool that uses two 
standards, and “We shall des- 
troy the interests of the U.S. 
and its allies,”- read some of 
the banners. 

Tbe demonstrators, who. 
ended up sitting on opposite 
ends of the stadium and or 
together according to political 
groupings, burned several 
American and Israeli flags as 
the crowds shouted and ap- 
plauded. 

Banners carried by the 
Muslim Brotherhood and the 
Palestinian Islamic move- 
ment, Hamas,, read: “Yes to 
jihad (holy war) and martyr- 
dom in defence of Jordan” 
and “liberating Palestine is a 
. national doty.” 

As they shouted “Allah 
Akbar,” Islamist supporters 
chanted, “America, take 
away your soldiers because 
tomorrow they will step on 
you,” and “Islamic revolution 
from the water to the water,” 
referring to the entire Arab 
World. 

Several speakers addressed 
die crowd at the rally in sup- 
port of Iraq. 

Islamist Deputy Ahmad 
Azaideh warned that “today is 
...the day. of anger^apd-iomo^‘ 
-.iJPV i§ith£/tay:qf action to hit. 
all American and Western ex- 
pansionist interests every- 
where.” 

Deputy Faris Nabulri from 
the Democratic Bloc express- 1 
ed support for Iraq and called 
on the Western forces to leave 


tion, said that the youth 
attending the march would 
“fight with Iraq and do every- 
thing they can to fight Amer- 
ica if war started.” 

A delegation of about 35 
political activists earlier deli- 
vered a protest to U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush through the 
American embassy in Amman 
and a letter of support for 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein through the Iraqi embas- 
sy. 

“For the last time, the 
voices of the people would 
like to warn you against play- 
ing with fire and we call on 
you to chink about die future, 
of humanity, as well as your 
people and interests,” stated 
tbe protest, signed by all poli- 
tical groups and unions in the 
Kingdom. 

The letter to Bush also 
warned the U.S. from starting 


the Arab region. 

“Get out of our land, get * 
out of our Holy Land,” 
shouted Nabulsi as the crowd 
repeated the words after him. 

In the final communique of 
the rally, organisers pledged 
total support for Iraq against 
the U.S.-led force* in the re- 
gion “until the ' liberation of 
die Arab land and until the 
purification of the holy sites.” 

“The first ballet fired by tbe 
forces of evil against Iraq will 
be a signal to every Arab and 
Muslim in this world to ex- 
plode the volcanoes of anger 
to wipe out all American, 
Zionist and Atlantic alliance 
interest on this earth,” said 
Abbadi, reading out the final 
statement. 

The final 17-point state- 
ment also supported what it 
called the national unity of 
Jordan and called for being 


prepared to fight Israel in any 
battle that may take place. It 
also called for boycotting all 
American goods and to re- 
frain from travelling to “coun- 
tries of the enemy." 

Waldheim 

(Contbmed from page 1) 
Kuwait. 

Speaking to reporters before 
Dr. Waldheim flew in from 
Oman en route to Vienna, the 
King said be could not forecast rf 
war could be halted now so dose 
to Tuesday’s U.N. deadline for 
Iraq to quit Kuwait or face 
attack. 

“I honestly don’t know,’ the 
King replied when asked if be 
thought a military confrontation 
in the Gulf could still be averted. 
“We have done our utmost and 
my conscience is dear... I hope 
that others will succeed.” 

Dr. Waldheim has been tour- 
ing the region to discuss possible 
moves to end the Gulf crisis. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar left 
Baghdad Sunday saying “only 
God knows” if war can be 
averted in the Gulf. 

The U.N. chief had several 
hours of talks with the Iraqi 
leader before flying to Paris to 
brief European Community 
(EC) representatives. He then 
returned to New York to brief 
the U.N. Security Coundl. 

He said on return to New 
York his trip had foiled and he 
had almost lost hope that war 
could be averted. 

“I have done what I had to 
do,” Mr. Perez de Cuellar told 
reporters. But when asked if he 
had lost hope, the United Na- 
tions chief said: “In some ways, 
yes.” 

Dr. Waldheim said of his con- 
versation with Aziz: “Of course 
I stressed the need to make a 
gesture in regards to the with- 
drawal aspects because this is the 
basic issue.” 

“And I stressed the need to do 
our utmost to work out a peace- 
ful solution of course baud on 
the resolutions of the United 
Nations.” 

Mr. Aziz promised to convey 
this message to his president. I 
hope that maybe in the very last 
minute something positive com- 
es of it,” he said before leaving 
for Vienna. 

Waldheim in August per- 
suaded President Saddam to re- 
' lease Austrian nationals in tbe 
“ first visit to Baghdad by a Wcjstr., 
em head Of state after its inva- 
sion of Kuwait. . ..." i ... 

In Amman, he held 90 minutes 
of talks with King Hussein. 

The talks dealt with the latest 
developments in the Gulf crisis 
and Arab and international 
efforts to resolve tbe crisis 
peacefully, tbe Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported. 

The talks, which were held at 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port. were attended by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran, Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker as well 
as the King's Political Advisor 
Adnan Abu Odeh. The talks 
were attended on the Austrian 
side by tbe foreign minister and 
an accompanying delegation. 

The Austrian president was 
seen off in the airport by King 
Hussein and - senior officials. 

King Hussein later expressed 
his joy over Waldheim's visit and 
expressed pride in the friendly 
relations between Jordan and ’ 
Austria. 

“We are proud of the 
friendship relations between our 
two countries which grew and 
developed on the basis of trust 
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and true friendship,” the King 
said. 

Speaking to reporters in the 
airport following the departure 
of the Austrian president. King 
Hussein said that he and Dr. 
Waldheim were “friends who 
care for the future of the world. ” 

Dr. Waldheim “is an old 
friend whom I have known since 
many years during which he 
made great efforts to serve the 
cause of peace,” be said. 

Commenting on his talks with 
Dr. Waldheim, King Hussein 
said, “At this very critical mo- 
ment in the history of the world. 
His Excellency gave us the 
chance to meet with him once 
again to exchange views in order 
to reach an assessment for tbe 
situation, which is something we 
highly appreciate.” 

“We are deeply worried and 
we believe we are living an 
extremely critical moment and 
that we should keep our eyes 
widely open,” the King said. 

“We should keep trying till 
the last possible chance.” for 
peace, be said. 

He also expressed hope that 
there might be a possibility of 
averting war. 

In reply to another question 
about any moves by President 
Saddam, the King said that he 
did not contact tbe Iraqi presi- 
dent since bis last visit to Bagh- 
dad and that be is just following' 
the events. 

Gorbachev 

(Conthmed from page 1) 

in the 10-month-old standoff be- 
tween the Kremlin and the re- 
public of 3.7 million people, 
which was annexed by the Soviet 
Union at the start of World War 

n. 

The storming of tbe republic’s 
main broadcast facility provoked 
harsh condemnation from the 
United States and the European 
Community, and Western gov- 
ernments expressed renewed 
concern about the situation in 
Lithuania (see page 8). 

In his comments to reporters 
during a break at the Supreme 
Soviet legislature in Moscow, 
Gorbachev did not identify by 
name the military leaders who 
ordered the assault. Nor did be 
express regret for the deaths or 
explain why he waited until 
Monday to comment. 

The other Baltic republics, 
Latvia and Estonia, braced 
Monday for possible crack- 
downs. Citizens sec up barri- 
cades in the streets of Riga, the 
Latvian capital, and gathered to 
protect telephone and radio 
buildings. Latvia's parliament 
met through the night. 

Pavlov nominated 

Gorbachev Monday nomin- 
ated Finance Minister VaJentin 
Pavlov as his candidate to be the 
Soviet Union's new prime minis- 
ter. 

Gorbachev told the Supreme 
Soviet that he had come to this 
decision “after much reflection 
and on tbe basis of broad 
accord” in Kremlin executive 
bodies. 

The nomination by tbe Krem- 
lin chief virtually ensured that 
Pavlov, a 53-year-old economist 
who has been finance minister 
since 1989, would succeed Prime 
Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov in the 
post, Soviet analysts said. 

Ramallah 

(Continued from page 1) 

tbe court, said: “Justice Aharon. 
Barak... determined that there 
should be immediate distribu-' 


tion of protective kits to adults- 
living in the Jerusalem area and' 
communities along the green 
line." 

Barak also ordered the army 
to make efforts to buy enough 
masks for all Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The army has handed out 
masks to most of Israel's 4.7 
million people and has promised 
them to the 90,000 Jewish set- 
tlers in the occupied territories. 

The army said it had only 
"175,000 gas masks for Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories. 

The decision by a tbree-judge 
panel was in response to a peti- 
tion by a Palestinian woman 
from Bethlehem . 

After the court derision, the 
defence ministry issued a state- 
ment saying it would honour the 
ruling. 

The ministry said the army's 
assessment was that the occu- 
pied territories were “not an 
area of danger of expected 
attack by an Arab country.” 

It noted, however, that the 
army began ordering masks for 
Palestinians after the Gulf threat 
arose “at the cost of a lot of 
money.” 

The statement gave no indica- 
tion when sufficient masks 
would be available for the 
Palestinians or when distribution 
would begin. 

Palestinian residents of Arab 
Jerusalem have already received 
masks and protective kits. 

Miladi Marcos, the Bethlehem 
woman who filed the petition, 
told the court her sister, mother 
of an eight-month-old infont, 
was worried about a possible 
chemical attack. 

Alert 

(Continued from page 1) 

the crossfire if a war erupts 
between its two mighty neigh- 
bours. The fears have been 
further heightened by Baghdad's 
vow to target Israel first in the 
event of an assault on Iraq by the 
U.S. -dominated multinational 
forces assembled in the Gulf, 
and Israel’s warnings that it 
would retaliate for any attack. 

The Israeli armed forces were 
also on full alert Monday, Israel 
Radio reported. It quoted an 
officer as saying that airforce 
pilots were “in the cockpit 24 
hours a day.” 

“Israel is preparing for the 
possibility that that, before Jan. 
15 ’the Iraqis wjll fijc missiles at; 
it,” said an ..Israel) , security A 
Sourcequoted by Reuters. 

Reports said Monday that the 
Bush administration had failed 
to persuade Israeli leaders to 
avoid involvement in a military 
conflict even if attacked by Iraq. 
The U.S. has voiced fears that 
any Israeli role in the crisis 
would weaken the anti-Iraq 
coalition which includes several 
Arab states which are technically 
at war with Israel. 

King Hussein and other Jorda- 
nian leaders have repeatedly 
said that Jordan would not allow 
itself to be a springboard for 
attack against anyone. In recent 
television interview, the King 
said Jordanian forces would tty 
to stop any warplane using the 
Kingdom's airspace in any con- 
flict stemming from the Gulf 
crisis. 

Jordan’s military along the 
ceasefire line with Israel has 
been strengthened for fear that 
Israel might try to use Jordanian 
territory to strike at Iraq. 

The militajy official told the 
Jordan Times that “if the situa- 
tion in the Gulf deteriorates, 
then the Armed Forces may also 
be totally confined to barracks 


ready to face any situation.” 

Army reservists have not been 
called to duty probably because 
of budgetary constraints, the 
official said. Other sources indi- 
cated that calling up the 100,000- 
strong reserve units remained an 
option. 

Members of tbe voluntary 
People’s Army were called to 
register at local offices for possi- 
ble military duty. 

Men and women, between the 
ages 16 and 55 years, have been 
trained on the use of light 
weapons, civil defence and first 
aid, including protection against 
chemical weapons. 

All leave for civil defence and 
public security personnel has 
been cancelled, and some re- 
serve units have been called up. 
sources at the Public Security 
Department (PSD) said. 

Amman, with a population of 
one million, has about 60 bomb 
shelters scattered around tbe city 
and its suburbs. 

U.N. chief 

{Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar told repor- 
ters in Paris before his departure 
from there: “He never men- 
tioned the word withdrawal, or if 
be mentioned the word, it was 
not in the sense of being pre- 
pared to withdraw.” 

When asked if he had raised 
the possibility of a settlement of 
the Palestinian issue, Mr. Perez 
de Cuellar replied. “Tbe ques- 
tion was not raised.” 

Responding to criticism by. 
President Saddam that he had 
met U.S. President George Bush 
repeatedly before his Iraqi initia- 
tive, the U.N. chief said: “I was 
not a messenger of President 
Bush. I was a messenger of the 
international community as a 
whole." 

In Ottawa, Canada, U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
said Monday that he was dis- 
appointed at the failure of the 
U.N. mission to Baghdad and* 
that any move to avert war in the 
Gulf confrontation now must 
come from Iraq. 

Mr. Baker said he hoped “as 
the clock ticks down to midnight 
Jan. 15th that there wiull be 
opportunity to resolve this crisis 
peacefully and politically. That 
opportunity now must come 
from Baghdad.” 

,;.v France , , .. 

• (Continued; from page.l) 

The French proposal says the 
coundl members will “call at an 
appropriate time an internation- 
al conference (with the appropri- 
ate structure) according with the 
declaration of the Security 
Coundl president Dec. 20, 1990, 
with the goal of assuring the 
security, stability and develop- 
ment in that part of the world.” 

Hie initiative takes the form 
of a proposed Security Coundl 
statement. 

U.N. diplomats said Mr. 
Dumas might go to Baghdad for 
a final peace effort if Iraq and 
the Security Coundl appeared 
receptive to the initiative. 

According to the proposed 
statement, the coundl would 
launch a final appeal to Iraq's 
leadership to announce without 
further delay their intention to 
withdraw from Kuwait according 
to a timetable, and to begin righr 
away a rapid, large-scale with- 
drawal. 

The U.N. secretary general 
would send in observers to verify 
the withdrawal and despatch a 
peace-keeping force drawn from 
Arab countries, while Iraq could 


be given a guarantee against 
attack. 

Measures would be taken, in 
cooperation with Arab coun- 
tries, to promote negotiations to 
consolidate a peaceful settle- 
ment. 

France was expected to urge 
the Security Coundl to adopt the 
initiative. The United States, as 
a permanent member, could 
veto the proposal. 

French diplomats were not im- 
mediately available for comment 
on the plan, which was to be 
formally unveiled at a dosed 
meeting Monday night in hopes 
of receiving council support. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar also was 
to report Monday night on his 
peace mission to Baghdad. 

Frernch President Francois 
Mitterrand, apparently brushing 
aside a European Community 
(EC) dedsion, Monday laun- 
ched last-minute efforts 

The president, who met with 
Perez de Cuellar earlier in the 
day. sent a message to Saudi 
Arabia's King Fahd and held 
emergeny talks with the Iraqi 
ambassador to France. 

The Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA) said Jean-Louis Bianco, 
secretary-general at the French 
presidency, delivered the mes- 
sage to King Fahd at a meeting 
in Riyadh. 

The EC said Monday there 
was no point sending a peace 
mission to Iraq after Mr. Perez 
de Cuelalr failed to make any 
progress. 

Ministers of the 12-state bloc 
made their dedsion unanimous- 
ly, diplomats said. 

“The 12 have dedded unani- 
mously not to send a mission to 
Baghdad,” an Italian diplomat 
said after a two-and-a-half-hour 
debate in Brussels. 

. The foreign ministers found 
“there are no new elements 
which justify a community in- 
itiaive,” an EC offidal said. 

Dutch diplomats said the deci- 
sion was taken at the request of 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar, who ear- 
lier briefed Foreign Minister Jac- 
ques Poos of Luxembourg which 
holds the EC presidency. 

The 12 EC members had been 
divided over sending a mission 
of past, present and future EC 
presidents — Italy. Luxembourg 
and the Netherlands — to Bagh- 
dad. 

They also agreed to discour- 
age separte initiatiaves by indi- 
vidual members. 

France, Ireland, Greece, 
Spain. Portugal, Italy, Germany 
' and Belgium. ‘ had favoured a 
lastyditch initiative by , the so- 
called troika. Britain,' me most 
hawkish U.S. ally in the multina- 
tional coalition ranged against 
Iraq in the Gulf, was opposed. 

Spokesman Bernard said Mr. 
Dumas did not attend the meet- 
ing of his EC colleagues and was 
continuing high-level contacts 
from his Paris office. 

Mr. Dumas called' on King 
Hassan of Morocco at the 
weekend and has met the foreign 
ministers of Morocco, Algeria, 
Tunisia and Egypt over the past 
few days. 

Saddam 

(Continued from page 1) 

He described the confronta- 
tion between Iraq and the U.S.- 
led multinational force as a “his- 
toric showdown between the 
forces of good and tbe forces of 
evil.” 

Saleh called on people around 
the world to protest against what 
he called “American aggression 
against Iraq.” 

“In the name of the Iraqi 
people we members of the 


National Assembly announce 
that we reject tbe logic of threats 
by U.S. forces against our coun- 
try, tbe military buildup on our 
border as an affront to the feel- 
ings of millions of Arab and 
Muslims who reject the language 
of threats,” he said. 

“We declare here and now 
that we are ready to sacrifice 
everything for the cause of 
Palestine. Palestine should be 
liberated and rights of Palesti- 
nians restored.” 

Later in the day. President 
Saddam Issued an open letter to 
Saudi Arabia's King Fahd pledg- 
ing he would not attack the 
kingdom if U.S.-led forces with- 
drew. 

In the letter. President Sad- 
dam noted that the two countries 
share numerous treaties, includ- 
ing a non-aggression pact, that 
makes the presence of foreign 
forces unnecessary. 

King Fahd asked the United 
States and other countries to 
help defend the kingdom after 
Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The multinational force has 
more than 600,000 troops in 
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf re- 
gion, facing an estimated 
590,000 Iraqi troops in Kuwait 
and southern Iraq. 

Iraq, which has refused to 
withdraw its forces by Tuesday 
in accordance with a U.N. 
Security Council resolution, has 
criticised Saudi Arabia for invit- 
ing in the foreign forces. 

President Saddam’s letter de- 
cried the fact that although those 
forces were asked to defend 
Iraq, now they are poised to 
launch an offensive. 

“What you have done... is 
outside God’s law,” the letter 
was quoted as saying. 

President Saddam told King 
Fahd that U.S. President 
George Bush and his allies have 
“whispered evil... into your 
heart and pushed you to under- 
take the worst thing ever witnes- 
sed in the holy lands.” 

President Saddam has often 
described the Saudi monarch as 
an agent of the Americans and 
Israel. 

It was not too late for King 
Fahd to reconsider his decision 
and ask the foreign forces leave 
the kingdom, said the Iraqi lead- 
er, who said Saudi Arabia and 
other Arab countries were tell- 
ing him to do the same thing and 
leave Kuwait. 

“God, the compassionate, is 
readily inclined to pardon... the 
jjfrue believers... so Hurt every- 
thing is nothing but abad dream 
,a fiiat should not prevent^e res- 
toration of relations between 
Iraq and Saudi Arabia to their 
correct framework.” 

“Then no aggression and no 
foreigner rules between us. The 
departure, without delay, is the 
only thing that can prevent that 
from happening." 

“They (foreign forces) could 
then be replaced by faithful 
Arab armies, whom you could 
feel comfortable with.” 

Earlier, President Sad- 
dam said the last-minute initia- 
tive for peace in the Gulf is up to 
the Americans. 

President Saddam spoke to 
Iraqi media officials Sunday 
night after meeting with U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar. 

He said he encouraged Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar to continue his 
efforts and visits to Baghdad, 

President Saddam said the ac- 
tion by the U.S. Congress au- 
thorising the use of force Against 
Iraq “does not require any furth- 
er action on our part” because 
Iraq was ready for war 72 hours 
after the Kuwait invasion. 
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$145 all Inclusive 
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* Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

• Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdoun Real 


S.V/ 
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Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 
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leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches,pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
-crystalware etc. 

Shmeisanf - Grindfays Bank Bldg. 

Tel. 669 457 
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The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 

in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 

Ahliyyah Girts Sctvof 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tot. 638968 



' CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

V 6:30 - Midnight y 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 

available 

Open Daily 12J30-&30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


The Re^ncy Palace Hold 


LOBBY LOUNGE 


t •> 

daILY piano 

ENTERTAINMENT 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 1 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P O Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

sfoe 30% fo rger 

* From ontmrgo- 
mmut 20 x 30 cat 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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Graf, Sabatini win opening 
matches in Australian Open 


MELBOURNE. Australia (AP) 
— Steffi Graf ran her Australian 
Open victory streak to 22 as she 
opened her bid for a fourth 
straight title and answered some 
of the bold talk of her rivals. 

Graf sported a shorter haircut 
Monday and a blood-red banda- 
na that gave her a lean and mean 
look in her 48-minute; 6-3, 6-0 
hammering of Am-.ican Jennif- 
er San Crock. 

Sprinting around the court 
and showing off a stronger back- 
hand than she's ever had, Graf 
raced to a 4 0 lead before losing 
concentration and making four 
straight errors in a service break. 

Santrock, ranked 1S1 but 
hardly intimidated amid all the 
reports of Grafs vulnerability, 
held her next two services with 
deep, angled shots off her left- 
handed forehand. But she could 
do little 1 once Graf regained her 
rhythm and pounded the ball 
throughout the second set. 

“I feel I'm hitting the ball 
better than at this time last 
year." said Graf, who hasn’t 
won a Grand Slam event since 
winning here a year ago. “In the 
first set. I tried a little too much. 
But in the second set, I was 
calmer. I served better and con- 
centrated well.” 

Grafs young rivals have been 
talking bravely about how they 
no longer fear her after her 
string of defeats in 1990. Never 
mind that she is still no. 1 or that 
she's won nine Grand Slam ti- 
tles. Graf, they say. is ready to 
be had. 

“There is a feeling around the 
locker room nowadays that you 
can win (against Graf)." said 
Mary Joe Fernandez, a 19-year- 
old Floridian who exposed 
weaknesses in Grafs backhand 
in last year's final here but lost in 
two sets. 

“Not long ago players facing 
Graf were beaten before they 
went out," said Fernandez, who 
is seeded no. 3. “I think anyone 
in the top 10 can win it. Once 
you see you can beat her, you 
lose fear." 

Certainly Graf is no longer 
feared by no. 2 seed Monica 
Seles, 17. who beat her in the 
U.S. Open final and Virginia 
Slims Championship semi-finals. 
Graf responded to the critic- 


ism with her ever-powerful fore- 
hand — perhaps the best in 
women's tennis — the improved 
backhand and the still impress- 
ive serve. In fact, she seemed to 
enjoy the pressure of having to 
prove herself again. 

“It's better when you go on 
court and feel there is more 
competition,” Graf said. “It’s 
nice to have stronger opponents, 
for sure.” 

Sabatini bounced lightly on her 1 
feets as she skipped rope and 
gabbed with friends — they 
don't call her Gaby for nothing 
— before her opening match. 

An hour later the U.S. Open 
champion still had spring in her 
step, and relief in her vioce, as 
she walked away with a victory 
from the tournament she left last 
year in a wheelchair. 

Sabatini put behind her the 
memory of the severely sprained 
ankle she suffered here a year 
ago and began her drive for a 
second straight Grand Slam title 
by beating dangerous newcomer 
Linda Harvey- Wild 6-3, 6-1. 

Sabatini. seeded no. 4. played 
cautiously in the first set, staying 
back more than she did in the 
U.S. Open and slugging it out 
from the baseline against the 
net-rushing Harvey- Wild. 

The wind swirled, forcing 
some quick adjustments, but 
Sabatini moved smoothly and 
gracefully. 

Thoughts of the injury, she 
said, “came to my mind a few 
times, but it's nothing serious.” 

Her ankle? were heavily 
taped, as they have been each 
time she’s played since that spill 
in the third round a year ago. 

Harvey-Wild, a 19-year-old 
American making her first 
appearance in Melbourne, took 
advantage of Sabatini's early 
caution and broke her in the first 
game. Sabatini grunted angrily 
at herself, bore down and broke - 
back. Patrolling the baseline and 
reluctant to rush the net, Sabati- 
ni didn't go for winners as much 
as she let her net-charging oppo- 
nent make mistakes. 

Typical of the dangerous 
young players popping up on the 
women's tour, Harvey-Wild 
turned pro last year after one 
semester at the Univeristy of 
Southern California and prompt- 


J uventus FbutSPisa, 
pulls even with Inter 


ROME (AP) — Pierluigi Casir- 
aghi scored three goals and 
Roberto Baggio added two of his 
^swn Sunday, leading Juventus of “ 
Turin to a 5-1 rout of Pisa and 
giving it a share of the Italian 
first division lead. 

The win gave the Turin team 
22 points, tying it atop the Ita- 
lian Soccer League standings 
with Internazionale of Milan, 
which drew 0-0 against Lazio of 
Rome. 

AC Milan, which defeated 
Bari 2-0. is in third place with 21 
points but has has played one 
less match than Junventus and 
Inter. 

In other Sunday action: It was 
Lecce 1. Sampdoria of Genoa 0; 
Parma 1, Cesena 0; Cagliari and 
Bologna drew 0-0; Napoli and as 
Roma tied 1-1; Torino and 
Fiorentina drew 1-1; and the 
Atalanta of Bergamo at Genoa 
match was postponed due to 
rain. The match was rescheduled 
for Monday, weather permit- 
ting. 


At Pisa, Juventus dominated 
from the opening kickoff, taking 
lead in the 20th minute when 
Casiraghi headed home a loop- 
ing cross from German .team- 
mate Thomas Hassler. 

Sixteen minutes later, Baggio 
made scored on a spectacular 
scissors kick from just inside the 
penalty area. 

Four minutes into the second 
half, Casiraghi headed home 
another Hassler cross to put the 
match out of reach. Argentine 
midfielder Diego Simeone 
scored on a 59th-minute re- 
bound for the lone Pisa goal. 

Already in control, Casiraghi 
added his third goal in the 73rd 
minute and Baggio notched his 
second in the 76th mintue. 

Baggio's two goals gave him 
nine for the season and tied him 
for the league lead with Inter's 
Lothar Matthaeus. Casiraghi, 
playing in only his second game 
since returning shoulder surgery 
that sidelined him for nearly 
three months, has five goals this 
season. 
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TEST YOUR PLAY 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* Q 9 5 2 
7 A 9 7 6 
:• Q 8 7 . 

* J 10 

WEST EAST 

* K 6 * 8 

7 Q J 8 2 7 10 543 

!■ J 9 3 ! K 10 6 5 4 

♦ K Q 7 6 ♦ A 4 2 

SOUTH 

* A J 10 7 4 3 
7 K 

' A 2 
+ 9 8 5 3 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 2 + Pass 

3 + Pass 4 + Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of 7 
Once more we are going io give 
you a chance to demonstrate your 
dummy-play technique. Cover the 
East-West hands with your thumbs 
and decide whether, after a heart 
lead, you can guarantee your con- 
tract if trumps break 2-1. 

You have judged well to reach the 
spade game. Once partner raised 
your suit, you realized game was a 
possibility if partner could cover 
some of your club losers. So you 
made a game try of three clubs and 
partner, with help in that suit and a 


maximum raise, was delighted to 
accept. 

You have three possible minor- 
suit losers and, since there is no fast 
entry to dummy, a probable trump 
loser as well. When this hand was 
played in a team .match, declarer 
won the opening lead in hand and 
tried ace and another spade. West 
took the king and shifted to the jack 
of diamonds and, although declarer 
could get to dummy with a trump to 
take a discard on the ace of hearts, 
he could ruff only one club on the 
table and had to surrender three 
club tricks and a trump. 

Naturally, our readers will have 
spotted the winning line. You sim- 
ply lead a low spade and, if West 
follows low, insert the nine. As the 
cards lie. West must rise with the 
lung, but his diamond shift comes 
too late. You win the ace in hand, 
draw the last trump while gaining 
entry to dummy with - the queen of 
spades, and take a diamond discard 
on the ace of hearts. After surren- 
dering two dub tricks, there are srili 
two trumps on the board to take 
care of your two club losers. You 
have given up a possible overtrick 
should the king of trumps come 
tumbling down, but you have 
locked up your contra a against vir- 
tually anything other than a 3-0 
trump split. 


Gabriela Sabatini 

ly upset Arantxa Sanchez Vi car- 
lo in the first round of the 
Virginia Slims of Chicago. 

Harvey-Wild hit forehands 
and two-fisted backhands harder 
than Sabatini. but lacked the 
control of the veteran from 
Argentina. 

“I started going a little bit 
more in (to the net) in the 
second set.” Sabatini said. 
“When I needed to go to the net, ‘ 
I won most of the points. In the 
beginning I needed confidence." 

Katerina Maleeva, seeded no. 
5. beat Brenda Schultz 6-1, 6-3, 
Zina Garrison, seeded no. S, 
beat Rennae Stubbs 6-2, 6-0. 
and Amy Frazier, seeded no. 13, 
beat Kate McDonald in other 


early matches on the first day of 
play. 

In men's matches, eighth- 
seeded Jonas Svensson beat 
Thierry Champion 6-3. 6-4. 6-1: 
12th-seeded Jay Berger beat 
Magnus Larsson 6-3. 6-4, 6-0; 
13th-seeded ■ Aaron Krickstein 
beat Simon Youl 6-4, 6-4. 6-4; 
14th-seeded Andrei Cherkasov 
beat Derrick Rostagno 3-6, 6-4. 
6-1, 4-6, 10-8; and Lars Wahl- 
gren beat 15th-seeded Marc 
Rosset 4-6. 2-6, 7-6 (7-4), 6-3. 
9-7. Rostagno’s loss was his 
eighth in nine five-set matches in 
his career. 

In the second featured night 
match, men’s no. 2 Boris Becker 
played against Britain's Jeremy 
Bates. 


; . • 

Cash withdraws from squad 
of Australian Davis Cup 


MELBOURNE (R) — Former 
Wimbledon ebampion Pat Cash 
said Monday he bad withdrawn 
from Australia’s Davis Cup tie 
against Belgium next month to 
improve his ranking — and 
make a charity record with John 
McEnroe. 

Cash was named last week in a 
five-man squad to play Belgium 
in the Davis Cup World Group 
first round in Perth next month. 

In a statement released at the 
Australian Open, Cash said he 
had decided to miss the Belgium 
tie in an attempt to improve his 


Mutt‘n’ Jeff 


MUTT, WLL You RIDE 
WITH ME IN MV CAR? 
I WANNA TRY 
OUT A NEW r_j SuR 
BRAKE* r^TX 


ranking, currently 84. 

Australia, who lost to the U.S. 
in the 1990 Davis Cup final, are 
not expected to be stretched by 
the Belgians. 

“I need to concentrate on 
improving my ranking and have 
entered four indoor tournaments 
in Europe," he said. “The first 
tournament is in Milan which 
commences on the Monday fol- 
lowing the Davis Cup tie.” 

A keen amateur guitarist. 
Cash said he also had a long- 
standing commitment to help a 
record and video for the Arme- 
nian Earthquake Relief Fund. 


Girardelli of Luxembourg 

wins men’s skiing event 



KITZBUEHEL. Austria (AP)' 
— Marc Girardelli of Luxem- 
bourg came back with a 
vengeance Sunday, winning the 
men’s World Cup slalom event 
here for his first victory this 
season. 

He clocked a combined time 
of 1:42.11 after finishing first in 
the first heat with a time of 
51.02. 

Girardelli’s victory meant a 
resounding comeback for the 27- 
year-old, who had been winless 
this season after a long struggle 
with, injuries. 

He Was eighth in Saturday’s 
downhill to top the combined 
listings — a paper race deter- 
mined on the basis of results of 
the downhill and the slalom. 

With Sunday's victory, Girar- 
delli took the lead in the overall 
standings with 151 points. 

Second was Ole-Christian 
Furuseth of Norway with a com- 
bined time of 1:43.28 after com- 
ing in fourth in the first run. 

Rudolf Nierlich of Austria, 
the winner of the 1989 World 
Championships in both the sla- 
lom and giant slalom and the 
victor at Kitzbuehel last year, 
was third in 1:43.62. 

Italy’s Alberto Tomba, who 
had the third best time in the 
first heat of 51.58 straddled a 
gate and lost a ski. disqualifying 
himself from the finish. 

“It’s a wonderful feeling” to 
be the winner again. Girardelli 
said after Sunday's race. 

Germany’s Annin Bittner, 
seventh in the first run, was 
fourth overall with a combined 
time of 1:43.75. 

Austria’s Michael Tritscher, 
who was second in the first heat 1 
had a combined time of 1:43.99, 
but was disqualified because 
camera shots showed he strad- 
'-dled a gate. . 

■ Thus, Japans Tetsuya Okabe 
was fifth with a combined time 
of 1:44. 15, followed by Sweden’s 
Mats Ericson with 1:44.55. 

Austrian wins cross-country 
skiing race 

Meanwhile Klaus Sulzen- 
bacher of Austria only needed a 
22nd spot in cross-country skiing 
to emerge overall winner Sunday 
of a World Nordic Combined 
Cup event in this Austrian re- 
sort. • • 


(196.5) and a 12th in the cross- 
country competition (12:16-5). 

Fourth was Masahi Abe of 
Japan, ahead of Trond-Emar 
Elden of Norway and Allar 
Levan di of the Soviet Union. 

• In World Cup standings. Sul- 
zenbacher was second with 77 
points, Kempf was third with 64 , 
and Hans-Peter Pohl of West ■ 
Germany fourth with 34 points. 

It was Sulzenbacher’s second 
victroy this season and his_ 
eleventh in the World Cup over- 
alL 

“I used the chance to get 
closer to Lund berg,” the defend- 
ing Austrian World Cup winner 
said afteT Sunday's cross-country 
race — three rounds of five 
kilometres each. , 

Kempf said, “I had no hope of - 
catching up with Sulzenbacher, 
who might have been even fas- 
ter.” 

In a separate development, 
Austrian Petra Kronbetger, a 
favourite for the upcoming 
World Alpine Skiing Cham- 
pionships, emerged from a dry 
spell Sunday to win a women's 
slalom and improve her overall 
World Cup lead. 

Kronbetger, only eighth after 
the opening run, profited from* 
mistakes by rivals including 
Switzerland’s Vreni Schneider to 
dock a winning aggregate of 1 
minute, 21.19 seconds. 

Austria's Ingrid Salvenmoser. 
ninth after the first run, was 
second at the end in 1:24.29. 
Yugoslavia's Veronika Sarec 
finished third in 1:21.32. 

Rising Yugoslav star Natasa 
Bokal, who skied to her first 
World Cup victory in another 
slalom here Saturday, led after 
the opening heat, but fell in the 
second run. 

The same happened to. 
Schneider, who was third in the 
first heat, and two Austrians, 
Claudia Strobl and Anita Wach- 
ter, fourth and fifth respectively 
in the opening run. 

“I feel great and very lucky to 
win here today." said Kronber- 
ger after capturing her sixth 
event this season. 

Kronberger, who last season 
ended six years of Swiss domina- 
tion by winning the overall 
crown, collected another 25 
points for a commanding lead of 
226. The second in the standings 


With his victory Sulzenbacher-: ..-.is her teaqjmate Sabine Gunther 
narrowed the difference in ‘with oitiy^S points. 


World Cup- standings between 
him and leading Fred Boerre 
Lundberg of Norway to eight 
points. The Norwegian is ahead 
with 95 points. 

Sulzenbacher had won Satur- 
day’s jumping event with such a 
big advantage over his closest 
rivals that he could play it safe 
Sunday. 

In the ski jump, Sulzenbacher 
collected 223.4 points. His time 
in the cross-country event was 
13:32.5. 

Overall second was Hippolyt; 
Kempf of Switzerland with a‘ 
fourth spot in the jump (193.0 
points) and a seventh in the 
cross-country event 11:09.7). 

Lundberg was overall third 
with a third place in the jump 


Kronberger injured her hand 
in a pre-Christmas race in Mor- 
zine, France, and performed be- 
low her winning standard in sub- 
sequent races. She finished only 
10th here Saturday. 

“Now I feel great. Sometimes 
one needs luck to win. I feel I'm 
returning to the desired form 
and that is what is important/' 
Kronberger said. 

Fourth Sunday was Switzer- 
land's Christine Von Gruenigen 
0.45 seconds behind Kronber- 
ger. Fifth place went to. Spain's 
Blanca Fernandez Ochoa, who 
lagged 0.43 behind the winner. 

France’s Patricia Chauvet, 
who led along with Bokal after 
the first heat, placed sixth over- 
all in 1:24.95. 




WELL, 60 * 
AHEAD AND 
TRY IT/ > 


? aK.. MUTT, 
YOU HAVE VERY 

s long legs- , 




m 






5 j 0 L 





Andy Capp 


SHE HASN'T. SHE SAID SHE 
WAS SWING IN TONIGHT - .' 
o WHY? WHAT HAPPEN ED? 



ASK A SILLY QUESTION 
— fF/MOTMER DIDN'T 
> WITNESS rr, JTAS 
( GOOD AS NEVER 
- - , HAPPENED 





i&lilpm 


BUT THEN EVERYBODY HAP 
TO GET INTO THE ACT. 


E9Spi 

-,‘ »r *>• 


life 







FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JANUARY 15, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
Solar Eclipse and New Moon in 
Capricorn emphasize group activi- 
ties of a materialistic nature Where 
persons of real prestige are con- 
cerned. Keep alert and to the facts 
only. 

ARSES: (March 21 to April 19) The 
way yon do your assignments now 
ha* the answer whether you are to 
have more income and it is advis- 
able that you do not go off too 
hastily. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) If 
you have any sort of desire to make 
some big changes, forget them until 
you have a more workable plan that 
can bring you happiness and peace. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
feel that almost anything that you 
do is putting you farther and farther 
behind the eight ball but if you keep 
promises made all is well. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This is the time when you 
have an insistent desire of a person- 
I al nature that just won’t be staled 
but it is essential you use charm. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
find you have to do your arithmetic 
correctly if you are to impress that 
person so important in your life who 
is now questioning your talents. 

.VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) This is the lime for you to do 
those unique and progressive things 
that do mean a great deal to you 


and you find later they pay ofFin trig . 
results. 

Min tAi (September 23 to October 
22) You have some very deep sea-, 
ted intuitions what you can do to 
yourself but you had bette r check 
these with your mature judgement 
or you'll make a mistake. . . 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Ndvem-' 
ber 21) This is the time for you to 
watch with care whatever your dose 
partners are doing for they have 
some important plans they want you 
a part of- 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You now have a real 1 
possibility of getting so much work’ 
of value done that you would be 
-wise not to waste a itaoment of your 
valuable time. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your day and evening . 
to use every spare moment enjoying 
yourself as much as you possibly can 
for a good time with you and your 
mate. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) See that you stop that 
foolishness in which you want to 
engage now and get at those tire- 
some conditions that should occupy 
your attention. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) 
You have lots of running around to 
do for errands, shopping, having , 
business, professional and personal 
appointments so do them without 
delay. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



"Don’t think of it as really bad 
mashed potatoes — think of it 
as potato pudding? 


THAT SCRAM BLED WORD QAmE -' / - 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 

r | Hey— whare's my dough? 1 

Havant you / 

learned your * jry 

hwaon tat? So 

I TT 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wonts. 


1 HESEP 


ACTEX 


IWARROM 


IF YOU LEND ?A 
PRETENPEP " FRJENE?* 
MONEY ANO NEVER 
SEE HIM AGAIN 

-< 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Prtrrt answer here; rr 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbtes: LEGAL HYENA VASSAL FEEBLE 
Answer Some fashions are cut to this — “SEE" LEVEL 


THE Daily Crossword » 


James Barrie* 


ACROSS 
1 Vagabond 
5 Sound loudly 
10 Cleanup need 
14 Eye part 


17 voucher of a 
kind 

20 Tokyo years 
ago 

21 Wool source 

22 Inebriate 

23 Blue or 
common 

24 Traveled on 

26 A Muse 

28 War items 

32 Storage place 

35 Coat 

36 Little-used 
pronoun 

38 — monster 

39 Past 

40 Feelings 

41 Serbian city 

42 Husband of 
Hera 

44 Concerning 

45 Private 
language 

47 Osar 

49 Gross 
distortion 

51 Requirements 

53 Use a lance 

54 Equal: pref.a 

56 Jane — 

57 in the manner 
of 

58 Actress 
Charlotte 

61 Certain 
Canadians 

65 Disturbance 

66 Pails 

■ 67 Diner sign 

88 Good-bye! 

69 Lovers’ 
meeting 

TO Terrier type 

DOWN 

1 Humongous 

2 Roman poet 

3 Quite 
suddenly 


anna 


4 Grain 

5 Used a tea 
ball 

6 Learning 

7 Qty. 

8 Union demand 

9 Carries out 

10 — passim 

11 Faring badly 

12 Proceedings 

13 That’s a relief! 

18 Tree 

19 Romance 
lang. 

25 Single 

27 — out (dress) 

28 Glossy 
coating 

29 Storms 

30 Eng. town 

31 Brief 

33 Mary Ann 
Stans 

34 Sapid 
37 Ger. river 
40 Suspicion 
43 Understand 


Yesterday's Puzzle Salve* 


HHKE nnrinn 
pnnn nnnn nnnnn 

nnnnn 

nnn nnn nnn 
lri _r, 5 !in nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnn 

nnnRn RHnn nnnn 
nnrcnn nnnn M 533 


Of birds ’ 
Family mem. 
Change decor 
Finally 
Man of La 
Mancha 
MIT word; 

aKKr 


55 Bristle 
57 Some drinks 
59 Dilettantish 
50 To be to 
_ Caesar 
82 Brother 

63 Desiccate 
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The day after 

JAN. 15, 1991 will be recorded in history not so much as the 
date set by the UN. for Iraq to leave Kuwait or face eviction 
by force, but as the day after which the world became a 
different place to live in. The change will be Mg or small, 
positive or negative, lasting or transient, fright ening or 
reassuring, depending on how it is effected, through war or 
peace. Whoever came up with the idea that an arbitrary 
date like this can as well be a deadline for forcing a country 
into either submission or death did not probably know that 
docks ticked' away according to universal forces and not as a 
result of human relations. 

Saddam Hussein would have very modi preferred being 
dealt with as an earthly and magnanimous leader in efforts 
to solve the Gulf crisis. Instead, he was expected to accept 
what George Bush and Margaret Thatcher told Him to do or 
else be labelled and treated as an international cr iminal or a 
pariah. The choices he was left with were stark and limited 
to: defiance of the first order, resorting to the laws of nature 
and to looking for solace in the metaphysical world. 

Through his words and deeds since Aug. 2, Mr. Bush has 
sought to put the Iraqi president in a corner from which 
there could be no way out except perhaps through capitula- 
tion and humiliation. This is something that Saddam 
Hussein would never accept, and the Amer icans knew that . 
Still, tile U.S. president persisted in his approach, contend- 
ing somehow that this was the only and shortest way to 
peace. 

Should there be war in this region, historians win prove 
.him wrong. For nearly 24 years now, successive U.S. 
administrations, including this one, have maintained that 
the road to Middle East peace lay in compromise, negotia- 
tions and direct talks between enemies. They have rated oat 
pressure — at least against Israel — as an ultimately 
ineffective and mistaken policy to get (he Israelis to 
withdraw from Palestinian territory and restore for the 
Palestinians then- legitimate rights. But if tills is history, 
- wit ness, the-unfolding events -in . Lithuania -today-^Is-this- 




and the Palestinians do not that the Americans have 
employed two standards and a multitude of hyprocrisy in 
dealing with either people? Or is it because Moscow has at 
its disposal 11,000 nuclear heads that Washington chose not 
to send its tanks and bombers to protect the Lithuanians 
from Soviet hegemony? 

The Americans seem to know the answers to these and 
thousand other questions better than we do! Mr. Bush & 
Co. know it all,- of course! They are the guardians of the 
perfect new world order that they are working hard to 
create! They are the descendants and successors of those 
who brought peace and justice in Vietnam, Latin America, 
Africa, Palestine and the whole world! They are the purely 
altruistic, uniquely democratic regime, which cares not a 
whit about its own self-interests and everything about 
equality and fairness for all peoples, that the world has ever 
come to know. 

Javier Perez de Cuellar has vindicated the Americans: 
Saddam is the problem: he does not want to withdraw from 
Kuwait! Or does he? 

It is difficult to remember when the U.N. secretary- 
general last mentioned Security Council Resolutions 242 and 
338, Jet alone asked for a deadline to implement them. Dare 
anyone ask him, along with his American friends, if they 
would ever send U.N. peace-keepers to protect Palestinians 
in the West Bank and Gaza, much less contemplate the 
dispatch of 450,000 troops to force Israel out of the occupied 
Arab territories or to get Soviet tanks out of Vflnius? 

In all fairness to him, Saddam H ossein did utter the magic 
words of readiness to “withdraw” from Kuwait if the U.S. 
and the UN. combined forces to dislodge Israel from the 
West Bank and Gaza. He said the magic words just a couple 
of days before Perez de Cuellar arrived to visit him, when on 
Jan. 11 he told a group of Muslim leaders that Iraq would 
not pull out from Kuwait unless a Palestine solution was 
found. And he had also said such words in the early days of 
August when His Majesty King Hussein met him on Aug. 3 
and soon afterwards in the Iraqi president’s initiative of 
Aug. 12, which incidentally still stands to this day. 

If James Baker and Perez de Cuellar did not hear those 
words, in Geneva and Baghdad respectively, it is because 
they did not want or chose not to hear them in the proper 
perspective in which they were said. It is these two 
gentlemen’s problem if they did not want or chose not to 
listen, even though, unfortunately and tragically, the cost 
will be borne by aD of os. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


FOLLOWING five months of crisis in the Golf and the 
deployment of huge forces in the Arabian Peninsula and the 
threats that accompanied all that, the world community seems to 
be going back to square one, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Monday. 
This starting point should be characterised with rationality and 
logic and wisdom as King Hussein- has' been calling for from the 
outset of the whole issue, said the paper. The King has been 
relentl esky spearheading a campaign for peace regardless of the 
anti-Jordanian stands on the part of certain nations and the' 
embargo imposed on the Kingdom, the paper noted. The only 
alternative to peace, the paper said, is war and all that it entails of 
disasters and sufferings to the world community and the world’s 
ecology; and therefore one can only hope that the United States 
and its allies will come to their senses at this last -moment before 
the conflagration can devastate everything. Since the outset of the 
crisis King Hussein has been advocating dialogue and stressing 
that threats and intimidations can only be counterproductive, and 
he has been emphasising the need to deal with all issues in our 
region with the same criteria, the paper noted. 


It all looks and sounds different 
from the Saudi desert 


By Robert Fisk 

in Dhahran 


MOHAMMAD poured the hot, 
over-sweet tea. Abdullah hand- 
ed round the plates of grapes, 
bananas and carrots. Jim Baker 
Bickered on a black and white 
screen in the corner of the Arab 
tent. 

It was a strangely co mf o r t i ng 
place to hear die news. We lay 
on brightly coloured carpets 
among sue Saadis weari ng wfrit p 
and brown robes with Ac/E/en 
headdress, our shoulders bun- 
ched against camel saddles. We 
mimch^away on spiced drick- 
en and™™ 4 *®®® as the path to 
war was laid out before us. Mr. 
Baker suddenly looked np and 
sakf those dreadful hollow words 
— “regrettably, ladies and gent- 
lemen” — which sould have 
frightened us afl. But the Saudis 
merely glanced at the screen 
with the same attention they 
would later apply to a videotape 
of a dance band. 

When the Secretary of State 


pronounced his fateful judgment 
— “in over six hours, I heard 
nothing that suggested to any 

Iraq flexibility whatsoever” — 
only Mohammad’s younger 
brother paid attention. He 
waved his hands level with his 
shoulders like a man in the act of 
surrender. “So it will be war. 
What can we do?” 

Mohammad and Abdullah 
passed around more tea and 
font; others more to 

Mr. Baker now, Kbaled, a thin 
young man with a goatee beard, 
docked bis tongue. “On the day 
this starts,” he said, “I shall pack 
up and leave.” 

Mohammad had rigged up his 
television-set to a home-made 
aerial, which socked in the live 
broadcast from the Geneva press 
conference, transmitted from 
the nearest U.S. airbase. The 
signal was poor, but we could 
read the words “Intercontinental 
Hotel, Geneva” on the lectern in 


front of Mr. Baker and listened 
to his explanation why he would 
not accept “linkage” between 
the Gulf crisis and the Arab- 
Ismdi conflict. It was a carious 
experience. 

To a Westerner, Mr. Baker 
■wife sense. He that 

Iraq was opposed by “28 na- 
tions” rather than by the United 
States. “Now the choice lies ' 
with the Iraqi leadership. Bnt 
when Tareq Aziz appeared on 
the television, his Arab accent 
drawing the attention of aU in 
our little tent, Mr. Baker’s 
words seemed somehow less 
convincing; not because Iraq bad 
right on its side — everyone 
agreed that Saddam Hussein was 
a bad man — but because Mr. 
Baker was an American and Mr. 
Aziz, like die six Saudis, was an 
Arab. 

While he was talking in En- 
glish, he was talking 10 Arabs. 
KBs condemnation of American 


threats, his promise that “Iraq 
wfll defend itself in a very bold 
manner” elicited no critici sm . 
The Iraqi foreign minister’s de- 
mand m be part of Mr. Bush's 
“new wolrd order” even promp- 
ted one of Abdullah’s cousins to 
nod in agreement. The fact that 
Mr. Aziz evidently did not want 
to mention Kuwait never struck 
those in the tent;' they noticed 
that Mr. Baker did not want to 
talk about Palestine. 

Why, I asked Mohammad, 
had the Saudis for so long been 
Saddam Hussein's friend. Had 
they really trusted him? .Abdul- 
lah replied: “We were never told 
bad tfrmgg about Saddam,” he 
said. “We were told in our news- 
papers — by omr government — 
that be was a good man Gov- 
ernments always say what they 
want their people to understand. 
That is what happens here. We 
were not told the truth.” Then 
did he think, I asked, that the 


The mechanisms of the first attack 


By Charles Aldinger 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — A Gulf war 
would begin not with tank fire 
and the screams of wounded 
troops in the chill desen night, 
but deep inside Iraq with the 
blasts of cruise missiles fired 
from ships and bombs dropped 
by U.S. Stealth aircraft. 

If the U.S. -led multinational 
force attacks Iraq, analysts say. 
the opening salvos will come 
from battleships and the small 
F-117 jets designed to toil radar 
and place bombs guided by laser 
beams inside 15-metre circles. 

The jets, plus long-range 
Tomahawk missiles from the 
battleships Wisconsin and Mis- 
souri far away in the Gulf, would 
be followed by strikes on Iraq 
and Kuwait by more than 1.300 
U.S. and allied warplanes, 
according to the expens. 


“There’s no magic to it." said 
Lawrence Korb. a former ussi*- 
tunt secretary' of defence now 
with the Brookings Institution 
"think tank." 

“Despire rhe talk about coor- 
dinated land-sea-air assault, you 
can bet the alliance will not 
immediately send troops against 
540.000 dug-in Iraqis in and near 
Kuwait — not before air power 
gives them several days to see 
the light." he said. 

If there is no surrender in the 
first week of the war. according 
to one former senior Pentagon 
officer who asked not to” be 
identified, tanks and airborne 
troops of the U.S. -led alliance of 
Western and Arab states will 
probe Iraqi armour in southern 
Kuwait for weak spots and also 
attempt a northwest flanking 
movement toward Iraq. 

Mass air raids would begin as 
•soon as Iraqi command posts 


and radar sites were knocked out 
by the F-l 1 7s and the cruise 
missiles. 

Those raids would include 
destruction of Iraq’s nuclear and 
chemical weapons production 
sites, said James Blackwell of 
the Centre for Strategic and In- 
ternational Studies. 

"The Saudi-Kuwait border 
could be almost eerily quiet for 
the first days of the wur.“ said 
Blackwell. 

“Allied air power will destroy 
or jam Iraqi communications 
and rad3r. cut off the occupying 
forces in Kuwait and hopefully 
shred Iraqi military morale." 

"I doubt those raids will be 
like anything seen since World 
War 11. and maybe not even 
then given the accuracy of 
bombs and missiles today." 
added Harvard University pro- 
fessor William Kauffman. 

While the air raids would con- 


tinue night and day. the first 
strikes would be launched at 
night using heat-seeking and 
other targeting electronics, said 
Kauffman, who has written and 
lectured widely on military 
budgeting and strategy. 

Analysts discounted sugges- 
tion that the United States might 
launch a pinpoint attack on one 
target to impress Iraq's Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein with the 
quality of the force against him. 

“What would be the use of 
that?” Blackwell 3sked. “He 
would see it as the start of war 
and if he is going to strike Israel 
with long-range rockets, he 
would probably do it right 
away." 

The Pentagon, anxious to de- 
fuse Iraq's offensive and defen- 
sive capabilities quickly and 
massively, is more likely to go 
after Iraqi missile sites from the 
word go. experts said. 


The story of the great love affair 


By Jerry Dnbrowski 
Reuter 

HOUSTON, — Ninety years af- 
ter Texans danced under the 
black rain of a massive oil 
gusher, the United Stales re- 
mains addicted to oil throagh its 
love affair with the motor car 
and willing to risk war to protect 
supplies. 

This week marked the 90th 
anniversary of the Lucas Gusher 
— a huge oil well on top of a 
Texas hfli called Spindietop — 
that provided the spark for an 
unprecedented industrial era 
and coincided neatly with the 
fledgling auto industry. 

This week also left just a few 
days for diplomats to avert a 
foil-scale war in the Middle East, 
after Wednesday's failure of last- 
ditch talks between Iraq and the 
United States. 

Tuesday is the U.N.-imposed 
deadline for Iraq to quit con- 
quered Kuwait or face war with 
a U.S. -Jed alliance of Western 

and Arab state massed In the 
Gulf. 

Historians say when the Lucas 
Gusher erupted in 1901, the men. 
working the rig thought the ofl 
supply was infinite. 

Ironically, most of the ofl from 

the fiist Texas gusher was lost in 


the euphoria of the moment or 
burned up after a smouldering 
cigar ignited gases from the well. 

“They finally after 10 days 
figured out how to stop it, said 
Joann Stiles, a historian at 
Lamar Uiversity near Spindle- 
top. “When they opend it np ... 
nothing came out of it. The 
casing had collapsed and the well 
was destroyed." 

For much of the 20th century, 
Americans have acted as if the 
supply of oil was never-ending, 
but it has been more than 20 
years since a major oil field was 
tapped in the United States and 
oil companies have been forced 
to turn increasingly to cheaper 
supplies from the Middle East. 

The United States is the third- 
largest oil producer behind the 
Soviet Union and Saudi Arabia, 
pumping 7.2 million barrels of 
crude per day. Bnt it is the 
world's biggest consumer, guz- 
zling some 17 million barrels of 
ofl daily last year. 

Now as the nation faces its 
third oil shock in two decades, 
many critics say the Bush admi- 
nistration is preparing to go to 
war against Iraq to keep the 
supply of cheap ofl flowing into 
the United States. 

Although administration offi- 


cials have been careful not to'call 
operation desert shield a fight 
for oil, the latest rhetoric from 
die White House suggests oil — 
specifically the price of oil — is 
indeed a key factor. 

“The struggling new-born 
democracies of Eastern Europe 
and Latin America already face 
a staggering challenge in making 
the transition to a free market, 
but the added weight of higher 
oil prices is a crashing burden 
they cannot afford,” President 
George Bush said last Saturday 
in a radio address. 

Since Aug. 2, when Iraq in- 
vaded and occupied Kuwait, oil 
prices have soared as high as $41 
a barrel before easing to a cur- 
rent range of $25 to S28. 

Experts say if war does break 
out, ofl could easily jump to $60 
a barrel and may even touch 
5100 if Middle East oil fields are 
damaged by missies. 

Some conservationists say the 
United States could achieve 
energy independence by using 
less fuel, such as driving less and 

keeping cars in top condition. 

According to a poll on Friday 
by pro-environmental groups, 
three out of four Americans 
surveyed would rather reduce 
dependence on foreign oil 


through conservation than in- 
creased domestic exploration 
and production. 

But many analysts are sceptic- 
al. saying Americans are more 
motivated by price than an in- 
terest in trimming dependence 
on foreign supplies. Americans 
showed no signs of cutting back 
when oil prioes were lower in the 
late 1980s, they comment. 

Demand dropped for the first 
time in seven years in 1990, a 
year of sharply higher prices, a' 
weaker economy and a warm 
winter, according to the Amer- 
ican Petroleum institute. 

The industry trade group said 
on Friday that demand for re- 
fined products such as petrol and 
beating oil fell last year by about 
2.1 her cent to just under 17 
miUjon barrels a day. 

Scott Peters, a spokesman for 
the Energy Awareness Council, 
said power plants are using less 
ofl to generate electricity now 
than in 1973, but demand for oil 
'as a transportation fuel has in- 
creased steadily. 

“Transportation is where most 
of the oil goes,” Peters said. Oil 
accounts for only 6 per cent of 
America’s electricity needs and 
about 63 per cent of transporta- 
tion. 


Americans would really leave 
Saudi Arabia? At tins, Khaled 
stood up and announced angrily: 
“I wfll not stay here in tins tent if 
you continue tins c o nvers a tion.” 

It was a dark, unnerving mo- 
ment, as if the disaster presaged 
on that old, flickering screen 
somehow had at last penetrated 
tile minds of the Saudis, creating 
some kind of disorder in the 
tent. 

Khaled did actually leave the 
tent, his robes flowing at his 
beds until Mohammad Left to 
plead with him to return. The 
men talked vigorously, Moham- 
med assorting that he would not 
leave “** home if there was a 
war. “Where would I go?” he 
asked. “What is the point? Hie 
war can go anyw here.” 

' On the screen, Dan Rather, 
the prima donna of an American 
anchormen, was telling us of the 
possibilities of war. He spoke of 
bombardments of Iraqi forces. 


of devastating Western air 
strikes, of “nentratiang” Iraq’s 
military potential. Yet, there, 
his words seemed unnatural, 
even cruel. He was a Westerner, 
talking with promiscuous ease 
about the posnblc violent deaths 
of thousands of Arabs at the 
hands of America. The Saudis 
listened in a silence that was very 
uncomfortable . 

They might have spoken had 
there not come from b ehind ns a 
growl of sound, persistent, gra- 
dually increasing in intensity. 
We all knew what it was: one of 
Mr. Bush’s great C-5 military 
transports on the approach to 
the airbase. It was not more 
200 feet above oar heads its 
(fin fined our vulnerable tent. 

As the decibels dropped, 
we all looked at each other in 
what was, I suspect, a shared 
understanding. — The Indepen- 
dent. 



LETTERS 


Life is a gift 
from God 


The following letter was sent to 1 - U.S. President George Bush 
and Iraqi President Saddam Hussein on Jan. 13. 

Gentlemen: 

THIS is a follow-up to our letter of Nov. 14, 1990, in which we 
appealed to yon and other world leaders to do your utmost to 
achieve a peaceful solution to the Golf crisis. 

We still believe that the only solution to this crisis is throagh 
peace talks, and that war is not in the interest of either of your 
countries. 

We were extremely pleased that a dialogue took place between 
theU.S.A. and Iraq, and we feel chat despite the fact that it led to 
no imme diate breakthrough, it was a very positive step forward 
and we hope it will be followed up by other, even more frui t fu l 
talks. 

It is oar firm belief that one country’s occupation of another 
country by force is unacceptable, hot that such a principle can 
only be respected if it is adhered to consistently in aD cases. We 
therefore believe that a call for an international conference to 
solve all Middle East problems should result in all violators of this 
principle to pull out of the countries which they are occupying. 

We are confident that leaders of our highly modern, sophisti- 
cated world can find better solutions to dealing with crisis than 
simply -waging war. 

Life is a precious gift from* God and you, Gentlemen, have the 
lives of millions oTpeopj# # your |aqds. -God- bless -anchguide - 
both of you to choose carefully and wisely. President Bush, 
President Hussein, please, we urge yon to heed the cries of your 
people. We do not want war! 

Peace with God’s Blessing, 

Representatives 

of International Women in Jordan 


Open plea to Bush 

Mr. Bush: 

YOU have been addressed by various opponents of your Gulf 
policy (in spite of everything) as a man of intelligence. Here I 
want to question whether someone with your intellect would 
choose to plunge the whole world into a holocaust. 

I assume that naturally a man of your position has many well 
educated advisors, some of whom are so called authorities on the' 
Middle East as well as scientists who must have surely cautioned 
you about the disastrous ecological effects a Gulf war will have. 

We, who are waiting for you to decide our fate, realise the 
grave consequences o"f war.. You, who are so remote in a 
geographical as well as mental sense, will not be personally 
affected by any immediate battle. But think of all the people in 
your war theatre who will in one way or another be affected. How 
many Americans and Arabs must die to satisfy grotesque hunger 
for personal vendettas against Saddam Hussein? How many 
American women will become widows, mothers childless and 
children orphans because of any war you might wage against Iraq? 
Did you even consider us? We are mothers, wives, husbands and 
children too. 

Please don’t insult our intelligence and tell us that you are 
defending democracy and the right of Kuwait to its sovereignty, 
for we are a well informed people who understand that you want 
to destroy not only Saddam Hussein, but Iraqi might as well. As 
for your antiquated version of democracy that you profess existed 
in pre-invasion Kuwait, we all know that this word was only an 
unobtainable dream in the minds of a few poor men. Also, don't 
tell us that you want to correct the Iraqi occupation of a territory 
not theirs, for we have watched the Jews from around the world 
occupy by force a country not their own for 44 years with the 
financial and moral support of the American government. 

Little Palestinian children whom we call freedom fighters and 
you call “terrorists” are constantly mutilated and killed by 
American weapons and bullets. Beatings, torture and imprison- 
ment of Palestinians is condoned and the words of freedom and 
self-determination crushed under Israeli boots. You speak of the 
brutal aggression of Saddam Hussein but you remain almost 
deadly silent about unspeakable Israeli brutality. 

You have a chance to prove to the world thast you are a great 
man of peace by participating in a serious U.S.-Iraqi dialogue, by 
negotiating., by trying to solve the Palestinian problem and by 
understanding that the days of colonialism are over. Only a fool 
rushes into a war. A wise, cautious and cognizant man would 
never push the world to the brink of catastrophe. Instead of 
leading every country around the globe to a horrendous conflict, 
Mr. Bush, lead them to peace. The first word in any peace 
proposal is compromise and your insistence on no compromise is 
ludicrous. 

Give our children a chance to grow up and to be free to have 
the same opportunities as American children. For once consider 
the Palestinian children and give them a chance to lead normal 
lives. Prove to the world that you are neither a ’warlord, . nor a 
warmonger, nor a fiend and remember that only fools rush in where 
angels fear to tread. Start the new year with the seeds of peace 
and teach us all that the word democracy is not just a myth but a 
coherent reality and available to all people's throughout the world 
regardless of race, colour or demographical area and then Mr. 
Bush, we will all consider you a man of true and great 
intelligence, 

E. Yaghi 
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More countries condemn Soviet 

army crackdown in Lithuania 


LONDON (AP) — The United 
States and European nations 
Sunday condemned (he Soviet 
crackdown in Lithuania, and 
Belgium's foreign minister said it 
could jeopardise a planned Sl- 
biilion European aid package. 

Britain said it would urge a 
review of all Western aid to 
Moscow, and Canada said it may 
scrap its Soviet aid programmes. 

In Washington, the White 
House said the Soviet action 
could affect U.S. President 
George Bush's plans to attend a 
summit in February with Soviet 
President Mikhail S. Gorbachev. 

NATO officials held an 
emergency meeting to discuss 
the situation in the secessionist 
republic, where Soviet troops 
stormed the broadcast centre in 
Vilnius, the capital, early Sun- 
day. 

Lithuanian officials said 13 
people were killed and 140 in- 
jured in the anack. The Kremlin 
said 10 were killed and 130 
injured. 

In Brussels, Foreign Minister 
Jacques Poos of Luxembourg, 
current chairman of the Euro- 
pean Community, demanded an 
explanation from Soviet author- 
ities. “notably (who) gave the 
order to fire at unarmed civi- 
lians." 

The Belgian foreign minister. 
Mark Eyskens, called for a 
meeting of European Commun- 
ity foreign ministers Monday 
and told Belgian Radio the EC 
could suspend its planned Si- 
billion Soviei aid package. 

Bush urged that the Soviets 
halt the crackdown, telling re- 


porters: “There is no justifica- 
tion for the use of force against 
peaceful and democratically 
elected governments.” 

His chief of staff. John Snnu- 

nu. said whether or not Bush 
attends a summit in February 
with Gorbachev could depend 
on what the Soviets do next. 

“It depends what happens in- 
the next few hours, the next few 
days,” Sununu told CBS televi- 
sion. 

British Prime Minister John 
Major said reports of killings 
were “deeply disturbing.*' He 
urged the Soviet government to 
halt military action immediately 
and refrain from further threats 
against other Baltic states. 

“Further action, particularly if 
it were directed at the Lithua- 
nian parliament, would compel 
us to review with our European 
partners the support we are giv- 
ing the Soviet Union individually 
and collectively.” Major said in 
a statement. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd, on a tour of the 
Middle East, told reporters that 
he would suggest a review of 
Western aid to the Soviet Union 


in an attempt to curb the repres- 
sion. 

“We cannot allow our preoc- 
cupation with the Gulf crisis to 
blind us to the dangers in the 
Baltic states,” Hurd said. 

In Ottawa, Canada's foreign, 
minister, Joe Clark, said it may 
cancel all Soviet aid programmes 
because of the crackdown. 

NATO's Political Committee 
met for nearly two hours. A 
source, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said officials of the 
16-member alliance “are con- 
cerned at the escalation of vio- 
lence in Lithuania and the loss of 
life.” 

In Bonn, a spokesman for 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl said 
the German leader was “deeply 
concerned" about the violent 
measures and had sent a mes- 
sage to Gorbachev. 

Kohl and Gorbachev have 
good relations because of Soviet 
cooperation in German unifica- 
tion. Germany has been a main 
financial and political backer of 
Gorbachev's political and econo- 
mic reforms. 

German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher and his 


Baltics to have difficulty 
getting attention at U.N. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Lithuania and other Soviet republics 
will have difficulty gaining official attention at.the United Nations 
despite a public appeal to the world body for help. U.N. sources 
have said. 

Under its charter, the United Nations is barred from interfering 
in members' internal affairs, although the organisation is pressing 
that prohibition as it breaks new ground in such areas as human 
rights and the environment. 


French counterpart, Roland 
Dumas, issued a joint statement 
urging Gorbachev to end the 
violence and open a dialogue 
with “freely elected representa- 
tives of the Baltic people.” 

At the Vatican, Pope John 
Paul II told a group of Lithua- 
nians at St. Peter's Square that 
“X suffer and pray” with the 
.Lithuanian people. 

Swedish Prime Minister Ing- 
var Carlsson said he was “appal- 
led by the news about the kill- 
ings.” 

Anti-Soviet demonstrations 
took place outside Soviet embas- 
sies in Stockholm, the Czechos- 
lovak capital of Prague and War- 
saw, Poland. 

In Stockholm, hundreds of 
protesters burned a Soviet flag 
■and shouted slogans such a 
“Gorbachev murderer” and 
“give the Nobel Peace Prize 
back.” 

The Czechoslovak leadership 
passed a resolution recommend- 
ing that the foreign ministers of 
Czechoslovakia. Poland and 
Hungary meet to discuss the 
Baltic situation. 

In Tokyo, the Japanese Fore- 
ign Ministry expressed its con- 
cern over the number of casual- 
ties. 

Lithuania, a Soviet republic of 
3.7 million, has been actively 
seeking independence despite 
rigorous economic sanctions im- 
posed by Gorbachev and warn- 
ings of worse to come from 
Soviet hardliners. 

It was an independent state 
before being forcibly annexed 
into the Soviet Union in 1940. 


Japan following European, 


U.S. lead on Soviet policy 


TOKYO ( R) — Japan will avoid 
taking an independent initiative 
toward Moscow after the Soviet 
military crackdown in Lithuania 
and will follow the U.S. and 
European lead, officials and di- 
plomats said Monday. 

A desire in Tokyo not to 
offend the West during the Gulf 
crisis and to keep Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev in pow- 
er as better than any alternative 
ruled out drastic action despite 
the fact Japan has its own agen- 
da with Moscow, they said. 

Government leaders re- 
sponded quickly to the killing of 
at least 13 people and the injur- 
ing of more than 140 when 
Soviet paratroops, backed by- 
tanks. seized a radio and televi- 
sion station in the Lithuanian 
capital of Vilnius Sunday. 

Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu 
told reporters Monday the 
Lithuanian crisis should be set- 
tled through peaceful dialogue. 

Japan might reconsider its aid 
policy toward the Soviet Union 
if Gorbachev was found to have 
ordered the crackdown, chief 
cabinet secretary Misoji Saka- 
moto said. 

“If the military action in 
Lithuania was taken by direct 
order of President Gorbachev , 
that’s really serious, and could 
represent the end of peres- 
troika.” Sakamoto told repor- 
ters. “If so, we'll have to recon- 


sider our aid policy towards 
(Moscow).” 

Japan could not overlook use 
of military force in Lithuania 
since such action was inconsis- 
tent with Gorbachev’s peres- 
troika reform programmes. 
Sakamoto said. 

Soviet Interior Minister Boris 
Pugo told angry deputies in the 
Soviet parliament Monday that 
the Kremlin gave no orders for 
the army to open fire in 
Lithuania at the weekend. 

No changes have been made 
in Gorbachev’s planned visit to 
Japan in April or in Japanese- 
Foreign Minister Taro 
Nakayama’s visit to Moscow la- 
ter this month, Sakamoto said. 

Use of military action as an 
instrument of policy would de- 
molish the two pillars of peres- 
troika and democracy and open- 
ness. the Mainichi Shimbun 
newspaper said in an editorial. 

“We fear that the Soviet Un- 
ion is becoming a closed society 
again, with values different from 
ours.” it said. 


While the European Com- 
munity (EC) and United States' 
had expressed regret, they had 
not changed their policy toward 
Moscow, said an official of the 
Ministry of International Trade 
and Industry. 

“We have to check the out- 
come of the EC meeting on the 


issue Monday. The key is what 
will be the effect of events in 
Lithuania on world policy to- 
ward the Soviet Union,” he said. 

The question was whether the 
operation had the approval of 
Gorbachev and signalled a basic 
change in policy, one. Asian di- 
plomat said. 

For Tokyo, Gorbachev was a 
better alternative than any lead- 
er likely to replace him. Hiroshi 
Takano, a professor of interna-, 
tional relations at Bunkyo Uni- 
versity, said. 

“During the Gulf crisis. Japan 
does not want to be isolated 
from the West, so it will react 
cautiously and move in line with 
its allies,” he said. 

With Gorbachev in power, 
Tokyo’s relations with Moscow 
have improved greatly, although 
no solution was in sight to 
Japan’s claim for the return of 
four northern islands sized by 
the Soviet army in 1945. 

Soviet officials have said the 
independence demands by 
Lithuania and other republics 
had made it more difficult for 
Moscow to negotiate the issue of 
the four islands, since giving 
them up would set a precedent. 

“If the Soviet government is 
prepared to kill its own citizens 
to prevent Lithuanian independ- 
ence. is it likely to give up 
territory inhabited by ethnic 
Russians?” the diplomat said. 
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Opposition wins Cape Verde elections 


PARIS (R) — Voters have 
swept Cape Verde's ruling 
PAICV party from power in the 
first multi-party elections in Por- 
tuguese-speaking Africa. 

The PAICV ( African Party 
for the Independence of Cape 
Verde) had ruled the arid 
archipelago off West Africa 
since- Portugal pulled our in 
1975. 

Unofficial results early Mon- 
day gave the opposition Move- 
ment For Democracy (MPD) 65 
per cent of the votes in Sunday's 
parliamentary elections ending 
15 years of one-parry rule. 

Prime Minister Pedro Pires 
conceded defeat on national 
radio, sending hundreds of MPD 


supporters onto the streets in 
noisy celebration. 

“The electorate considered 
that the PAICV was not capable 
of governing for the next five 
years." he said. 

The 160.000-slrong electorate 
voted for a 79-seat parliament 
and will vote in presidential elec- 
tions on Feb. 17. 


MPD leader Carlos Veiga, a 
41-year-old lawyer, pledged to 
dissolve the political police but 
said there would be no witch- 
hunt against the former ruling 
party. 

Cape Verde, a mixed-race 
society with one of the highest 
standards of living in West Afri- 


ca. is the first of Portugal's five 
ex-colonies in African to aban- 
don Marxist dogma i and one- 
party rule after the collapse of 
communism in Eastern Europe. 

Little Sao Tome and Principe 
has scheduled multi-party elec- 
tions for parliament on Jan. 30 
and for presidency on March 3. 

The ruling parties in both 
Mozambique and Angola, their 
economies shattered by years of 
devastating civil war, have be- 
gun moves to introduce multi- 
party systems. 

The ruling party of Guinea- 
Bissau is expected to embrace a 
shift to political pluralism at a 
congress later this month. 


Philippines, 
U.S. close 
to signing 
agreement 
on bases 


MANILA (R) — Foreign 
Secretary Raul Manglapus said 
Monday the Philippines and the 
United States were close to 
agreement on extending the stay 
of U.$f'ba&s'in the country. 

“We’re close,” Manglapus 
told reporters when asked if 
both sides would be able to sign 
a fresh accord on U.S. use of 
Clark Air Base. Subic Naval 
dockyard and four smaller facili- 
ties by February. The U.S. lease 
on the bases expires in Septem- 
ber. 


“I do fed optimistic that after 
one more round of talks, we will 
be able to conclude negotiations. 
I can say (that) with great hope- 
ful confidence,” Manglapus 
said. 

The next round is scheduled 
for February. 

The United States is pressing 
for a id-year deal on Subic and 
continued access to Dark. Man- 
ila wants the United States to 
hand over control of the .airbase 
next September and a five-to- 
seven year phaseout for Subic. 

Manglapus said he would go 
to Washington later this month 
for informal talks with U.S. offi- 
cials on the bases, but said no 
negotiations would be held 
there. 


40 die in 

S. African 

soccer 

stampede 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — For- 
ty people were trampled to 
death Sunday when thousands of 
South African soccer fans stam- 
peded to escape spectators 
brawling with knives and xipped- 
up chairs at a match south-west 
of Johannesburg. 

“People were running all over 
and screaming, trampling men, 
women and children,” said 
photographer Mbuzeni Zulu. 

The victims, including two 
children, were crushed to death 
against a stadium fence, tram- 
pled underfoot or stabbed as 
thousands of fans surged to- 
wards a jammed exit. More than 
50 people were injured. 

“Tragedy occurred in a matter 
of moments,” said Nelson Man- 
dela, deputy president of the 
African National Congress 
(ANC) anti-apartheid move- 
ment, who issued a statement 
from his home appealing for 
calm. 

The incident took place only a 
day after gunmen firing automa- 
tic weapons and hurling gre- 
nades killed 35 ANC follwers 
! and wounded more than 40 in a 
pre-dawn attack on a prayer vigil 
in the black township of 
Sebokeng outside Johannes- 
burg. 

The soccer violence erupted in 
Orkney 150 kilometres from 
Johannesburg during a friendly 
match between the country’s two 
most popular teams, the Kaizer 
Chiefs artd Orlando Pirates. 

Local police Major Ben Van 
Heerden said by telephone the 
death toll could rise because 
some of the injured were in a 
very serious condition. 

The trouble, started when 
some of the 20,000 spectators 
started arguing over the re- 
feree's decision to allow a goal 
by Fanie Madiba of the Kaiser 
Chiefs. 

Zulu said fighting broke out 
among fans who battled with 
“chairs, cans, sticks, umbrellas, 
knives, anything they could find, 
and then people started to try 
and escape.” 

“People ran onto the pitch 
screaming and collapsed,” he 
said. Others started to escape 
but fell under the stands and 
were trapped In the rusfi.'Twp 
boys aged about 10 were’ among 
die dead. 

Zulu said be saw an off-duty 
black policeman stagger onto the 
pitch complaining he had lost his 
pistol in the crush. The badlyn 
injured man collated and died 
moments later. 

Van Heerden said fans were 
mixed together in the stands in 
contrast to the normal practice 
of separating followers of oppos- 
ing teams, but no alcohol was 
allowed into the stadium. 

Soccer is the main sport for 
South Africa’s blacks, who out- 
number whites by five to one. 

“We learn with shock and 
horror of the needless deaths.” 
said Mandela. “Our country is 
experiencing too much death 
and destruction.” 

“Let us work to ensure that all 
sports facilities are built to serve 
and protect the people and pre- 
vent future tragedies.” 

The National Soccer League 
ordered officials of the two 
Soweto-based clubs to an 
emergency meeting Monday 
morning to try to discover the 
cause of the disaster. 


Soares 

trounces 
opponents 
for 2nd 
term 


LISBON (R) — Portuguese 
President Mario Soares won a 
resounding personal victory 
when he was re-elected for a 
second five-year term with the 
highest share of the vote since 
the 1974 revolution. 

With almost all votes from 
Sunday's poll counted, election 
officials said the 66-year-old 
Socialist had 70 per cent. 

Right-winger Basilio Horta 
took around 14 per cent, Carlos 
Carvalhas of the orthodox Com- 
munist Party 13 per cent and 
extreme leftist Carlos Marques 
three per cent. 

“This is the vrictory of good 
citizenship, of tolerance, of 
liberty,” Soares told a cheering 
crowd outside his campaign 
headquarters, to chants of 
“Mario, Mario.” “I will be the 
president of all Portuguese, as I 
was in the past.” 

Soares's share of the vote was 
well above the 61.6 per cent won 
by General Ramalbo Eanes in 
1976. 

And with the result never 
seriously in doubt, the absten- 
tion rate was also a record for a 
national election. Almost 40 per 
cent of Portugal's eight million 
voters stayed at home or took 
advantage of radiant winter sun- 
shine for a day in the country. 

Political analysts say the result 
will have little immediate impact 
on Portuguese politics as Soares 
was supported by both the 
Socialists, the main opposition 
party, and the ruling centre-right 
Social Democrats. 

But party moguls will be draw- 



Mario Soares 


mg their own conclusions with a 
view to the parliamentary elec- 
tions due by next October, when 
Socialists and Social Democrats 
will be slugging it out. 

A former combative Socialist 
prime minister — he quit the 
party formally on becoming 
head of state — Soares won the 
1986 presidential elections with 
51 3 per cent in a straight left- 
right fight. 

But his sure populist touch 
and easy coexistence with Social 
Democratic Prime Minister 
Anibal Cavaco Silva enabled 
him to broaden his appeal. 

His victory margin, higher 
than in any presidential or par- 
liamentary election since the re- 
volution ended half a century of 
right-wing dictatorship, gave 
him a powerful claim to have 
succeeded in his ambition to be 
“president of all Portuguese.” 

. Executive power in Portugal is 
wielded by parliament. The 
president's role is to protect the 
constitution, represent the na- 
tion and advise the government. 

Soares is Portugal's 16th presi- 
dent since the monarchy was 
overthrown in 1910. 


Albania assures Greece 
that refugees can return 


TIRANA (R) — Albania has 
assured Greece that thousands 
of refugees who flooded across 
the border in recent weeks could 
return “without consequences.” 

The assurance Sunday fell 
short of a Greek request, deli- 
vered "‘personally by Prime 
Minister ‘Constantine Mitsota- 
kis, for a public declaration that 
the refugees would receive an 
amnesty for illegally leaving 
Albania. 

But Greek Foreign Minister 
Antonio Samaras, who has 
urged the refugees to return to 
Albania, hailed the news as a 
vindication for Mitsotakis’s cur- . 
rent two-day trip to Albania, the 
first by a Western leader to 
Europe’s last communist state. 

Samaras, reading from a joint 
statement, also said the two 
sides had agreed that the Nation- 
al Bank of Greece would open 
three branches in Albania- 

More than 6,000 refugees 
have poured across the bonier 
into Greece since December, 
unconvinced by promises that 
the hardline Communist govern- 
ment would implement reforms 
including free elections on Feb. 
10 . 

They continued to flee to 
Greece Sunday. Officials in the 
northern town of Igoumenitsa 
said 800 refugees, mostly ethnic 
Greeks, passed the border — the 
highest daily total since Dec. 31. 


About 400 crossed Saturday. 

Samaras told a news confer- 
ence the agreement on refugees 
would cover all Albanians who 
have fled over the past few 
years. 

Most of the Albanian refugees 
come from the ethnic Greek 
community, estimated by 
Athens at about 350,000 and by 
Tirana at some 57,000. 

Mitsotakis will tour the south- 
ern region of Albania Monday, 
calling on ethnic Greeks to re- 
main in Albania and await the prom- 
ised political arid economic re- 
forms. 

Greece has expressed'alarm at 
the number of refugees fleeing 
into its territory. More than 
1,500 people, mostly destitute 
young men, both illiterate and 
unskilled, have crossed in the 
past week. 

Greece has pledged that it will- 
help Albania with political and 
economic reforms if its northern 
neighbour will help stem the tide 
of those fleeing into refugee 
camps along the border. 

Earlier in the day Albania 
rejected a Greek request that 
the Geneva-based United Na- 
tions High Commissioner for 
Refugees tour southern Albania 
to assess the situation. 

A UNHCR team toured the 
refugee camps in northern 
Greece last week. 


Iliescu in China; Romanian police attack protesters 


PEKING (R) — Romanian 
President Ion Iliescu arrived in 
China for a state visit Monday, 
the first by a head of state from 
Eastern Europe since commun- 
ism began to fall there in 1989. 

He is scheduled to meet Presi- 
dent Yang Shangkun. Premier 
Li Peng and Communist Party 
General Secretary Jiang Zemin, 
who regarded Iliescu's predeces- 
sor. executed hard-line Presi- 
dent Nicolae Ceausescu. as an 
“old friend." 

China's leaders have circu- 
lated internal party documents 
denouncing the collapse of com- 
munism in Eastern lEurope, but 
have adopted a pragmatic fore- 
ign policy of establishing rela- 
tions with the new governments 
there. 

Peking, which used tanks to 
crush its own pro-democracy 
movement in June 1989. had 
praised Ceausescu’s attempts to 
hang on to power. 

Just before he was removed 
from office, Ceausescu appealed 
to Peking to join his crusade to 
preserve communism. 

In an interview published in 
Monday's edition of Outlook, a 
Chinese current affairs publica- 
tion. Iliescu said his visit “will 
nfake contributions to building 
up Romanfan-Chinese relations 
on a new basis." 

His three-day visit was origi- 
nally scheduled to last six days, 
but was cut short, apparently 
due to the Gulf crisis, the official 


New China News Agency said. 

China’s official press, which 
reported violence in Lithuania, 
did not mention anti-govern- 
ment demonstrations in 
Bucharest Saturday. 

The official China Daily news- 
paper said Monday the visit 
would help open a new chapter 
in economic and trade relations. 

Iliescu will have talks with 
Chinese leaders about “pulling 
the bilateral trade out of its 
present ebb," it added. 

Last November the. two gov- 
ernments agreed to end 40 years 
of government barter trade and 
switch to free cash trade, local 
barter agreements, compensa- 
tion trade and mutual invest- 
ment, the paper said. 

It said 1990 barter trade sank 
to 372 million Swiss francs ($283 
million) worth of contracted 
agreements with only 210 
million francs (163 million) 
worth of goods actually traded. 

The year before, contracts 
worth 660 million francs ($512 
million) were signed and 600 
million francs $465 million) 
worth of trades were carried out. 

China provides Romania with 
petroleum in return for chemical 
fertiliser, other chemical pro- 
ducts and steel products. 

China also sells grain, foods, 
cotton, coke, non-ferrous met- 
als, textiles and light industrial 
products. It. buys machinery, 
electrical products, equipment, 
cars, ships and sreel products. ’ 


Meanwhile in Bucharest, a 
5oviet army crackdown in 
Lithuania found an echo at the 
weekend in police violence 
against anti-government demon- 
strators. 

Riot police in Bucharest indis- 
criminately clubbed and kicked 
protesters, reporters and photo- 
graphers alike Sunday to end 
demonstrations which blocked 
central Bucharest traffic for 
three days in a row. 

Romania was the last among 
the East European states - to 
ditch communism a year ago and 
the Bucharest violence came as 
at least 13 people were reported 
killed when Soviet troops back- 
ed by tanks stormed key build- 
ings in the capital of Lithuania, 
which seeks independence from 
Moscow. 

Romanian riot police Sunday 
charged protesters, mostly 
teenagers, in the capital's Uni- 
versity Square. Several youths 
replied with petrol bombs. 

The violence flared after the 
third day of protests in nearby 
Revolution Square organised by 
the country's biggest non-parlia- 
ment opposition bloc, the Civic 
Alliance. 

The Alliance is a channel for 
discontent against the National 
Salvation Front (NSF) govern- 
ment comprised mainly of ex- 
Cqmmunists. 

The Civic Alliance demands 
the resignation of Iliescu and 


Prime Minister Petre Roman. It 
also wants the full truth about 
how they took power during the 
bloody December 1989 uprising 
in which Ceausescu was toppled 
and executed. 

For three days violent clashes 
erupted between riot police and 
militant non-alliance protesters 
who gathered after Alliance ral- 
lies, which drew many thousands 
of peaceful ami-government 
marchers. 

Iliescu, quoted Sunday by the 
Romanian News Agency, Rom- 
pres, expressed concern about 
mounting unrest, especially in 
the capital and the west Roma- 
nian city of Timisoara, birth- 
place of the 1989 rebellion. He 
also appealed for calm. 

A Romanian police spokes- 
man was quoted by state televi- 
sion Sunday as saying a car 
canying Interior Minister- Do ru 
Ursu was attacked by demon- 
strators during Sunday's vio- 
lence. It did not say if Ursu was 
hurt. 

Police also said in the state- 
ment that journalists should ask 
tor police protection before 
coven ng such events. 

5jn A ^2 edi | te i journalists canv 
an official identity card whirh 
orders civil and 

the bearers. Jour- 
nalists have been beaten by riot 
pohre tn the past three days 
despue showing their credent 



Barbara Bush 
fractures leg 




WASHINGTON (R) — 
first Igdy Barbara Bush has fraes^r 
tured her left leg while sletM^^r 
witb her grandchildren at 
presidential retreat in 


JjUSQ, SUSUUiicu •* 

fracture of the left fibula bonc^i* 
her fee, some bruises and sligfifg* 
scrapes,” her office said, 
smarts' a little.” Bush said whorw 
asked about his wife’s acciderf^.- 
“Easv for him to say, 

Bush' said. They spoke 'with 
porters on their return to , 

White House from the presidetfr^ 
tial weekend retreat at Carop.^ 
David. Mrs. Bush was in 
wheelchair. She was injured 
ly while playing with four graftd^- V" 
children when she rode down 
icy slope on an aluminium “sauce**? 
er” and hit a tree. She was 5 ^- 
X- rayed and treated at a loda 

hospital. “Mrs. Bush is no goofed 
spirits and her complete tcoo^^ 
ery is expected within five to 
weeks,” her office said. “She 
in some pain, but no medicatipa^^v^ 
has been prescribed.” said : 
spokeswoman. Mrs. Bush wifrrV 
use a wheelchair to get arouucF^. 
for several days and then crnid§| jg| 
es, the spokeswoman said. 
first layd “cannot put any weight^ 
on her left leg for several 
according to a statement issu£*£>V> 
by her office. “The inj — 
however, will not require a 


m 

Primitive bacteria 



discovered 

CHRISTCHURCH, New 
land (AP) — A New 
research team says it has 
dense mats of bacteria, be! 
to be the world's southern 
life form, growing in fresh 
water ponds only 1 .100 kilom 
from the South Pole. Team 
Give Howard- Williams of the 
parrment of the Scientific 
Industrial Research La bo 
said die bacterial colonies 
the last thing they expected to 
at a latitude of 90 degrees so 
The colonies were in an othen — . 
Unexplored valley by the Hather-^j 
{bn Glacier’ below Mount Ash. 
Howard- Williams said the team’s ... 
interest in the valley had beeiT; 
whetted by New Zealand geolog-Sr 
ist Graham Claridge, who sledge^ 
past the foot of the valley about 3ft. 
years ago and recorded the placed 
in his notebok as the "Valley of aj 
Thousand Lakes." Howard-WaSs 
liams said there were at least 9002 
ponds and one lake several 
kilometres across in the smaft^ 
valley, many clear of ice or whft ;• 
only a thin layer on top, probabty-; 
due to the heat being trapped ifce-4 
bare rock mountainsides around:- 
the valley. "We had thought.we V 
might find a few cells and ex- ; 
pected many lakes to be frozen^ 
solid," he said. Instead, the$$ 
found dense mats of bacteria^ 
often pink or brown in colour.: -; 


Rare birds flock to 
New York City 


NEW YORK (AP) — An 
breed is flocking to tow 
attracted by New York's high-r 
residences, its stately churd 
and bridges, its large number 
fat, tasty pigeons. The city boa 
at least nine pairs of "the < 
dangered peregrine falcon, one' 
the nation s largest concent! 
tions. “They fly into town a 
think .'„ >w0 ™’ the perfect. nesti 
spot,'” says parks commissi or 
.Betsy Gotbaum. During the I; 
three years the falcons ha 
nested atop office towers, chi 
ches, bridges and New York h< 
pitaJ. where Dr. John Aroni 
admires a pair named Red-R 
and Buster from his office wind< 
on the 19th floor. “TTiey make 1: 
a lot more pleasant around here 
the surgeon says. “Watching th« 
takes your mind off your patien 
problems, or whatever’s bothi 
ing you." In good weather t 
patients themselves watch from 
lounge on the 12th floor. W 
does New York, which seems' 
have a tenuous hold on many 
its human residents, look so gen 
t? j ^Hpound predatory biri 
rood, for one thing. In addition 
its peerless supply of pigeon 
starlings and sparrows, the d 
sits right in the middle of tl 
Atlantic flyway, an avian migr 
tory route, which guarantees tl 
taicons a varied diet. Experts all 
say that -the city’s tail structure 
many situated near parks or ri 

5^L-^ en L ble tfae falcon s’ natur 
chffside habitat. The bird si 
motionless on a perch above i 
prey, finally diving down for tl 
kill at up to 320 kilometres . pi 
hour. Life, in fact, may be betti 
here for the falcons. This sprir 
of 13 chicks boro in the di 
jived long enough to “fledge,”,* 
fly away, compared with five i 
Tosemite National Park, whic 
hss five falcon pairs. 
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